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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

April 7

July 15-17

September 8

Nancy and Bob Watson

Region 2 Summer Meeting

Fall Daylily Auction

Cherry Hill Garden Daylily Hybridizing,
Indiana

Coshocton, Ohio

Cascade Christian Church

Frederik Meijer Gardens

Arrival 6:30 pm Auction 7:00 pm

July 21 (July 28 rain date)

7:00 pm

May 12

Open Gardens

September 10

Wheeler and Wickmann Gardens

Rockford Farmers’ Market Daylily Sale

3:00 pm to 8:00 pm

8:00 am to 1:00 pm

July 23

October 6

Annual Daylily Show

Matt Meadows

Frederik Meijer Gardens

Regal Daylilies, Ohio

11:00 am to 5:00 pm

Frederik Meijer Gardens

Spring Daylily Auction

Cascade Christian Church
Arrival 6:30 pm Auction 7:00 pm

June 9 (June 10 rain date)
Laraine Facca Open Garden
and Plant Exchange
Meeting at 6:30 pm

July 6-9

7:00 pm

August 11 (rain date Aug 12)
Pearce Open Garden

November 3

and Ice Cream Social

Annual Club Party

Meeting at 6:30 pm

Cascade Christian Church

AHS National Convention

6:00 pm

Asheville, North Carolina

Where Can You Find GVDS Meetings?
When the daylily society meetings are located at Frederik Meijer Gardens they will be held in the
Covenant Learning Center (lower level classrooms where plant shows are also held). It is the first
classroom on the left down the main hallway. Look for signage placed throughout the building to help
direct members to the classroom.

President’s Letter
A green thumb is nothing more than hard work and the desire to make things grow. Albert E. Tuttle
Mr. Tuttle summed up my gardening experience. Spring is the season for cleaning up flower beds and designing new beds. I love digging in the dirt! I ripped up the ground (and my neighbors-oops!) and planted
new flowers to make my yard and the neighborhood a more pleasant place to be. I have a few areas already
earmarked for a change this year.
First up is to start collecting plants at the in-person event at Fredrik Meijer Gardens. Nancy and Bob Watson from Cherry Hill Garden Daylily will be presenting. The Watsons will be donating plants for an auction
after their presentation. They will donate the proceeds to our club. Pictures of all the donated daylilies will be posted on the GVDS website.
Then May is our Spring Auction. Steve Reiger will be our auctioneer for the Spring Auction.
I have been growing plants from Solaris Farms and have enjoyed the plants that I have. Big
beautiful blooms that have strong stems and good bud counts. His plant names are the best.
Here is a photo of two daylilies I have from Solaris Farms. In the front is Seven Deadly Sins
with Catching Lawn Darts in the back surrounded by rudbeckia.

Notice from the Treasurer
Our club normally posts March 31 as the last day
to accept dues from members for the current year
before purging the Club Roster. I have contacted the
few people who have yet to pay this year’s dues by
email to let them know their status. Since we have
not held an in-person meeting this year we are giving
members until our April 7 meeting to pay in person.
Shortly after the April meeting we will be updating
our Club Roster and sending a copy to all our current
members for their records. Dues are $8 for an indi-

vidual and $12 for a family or couple.
The Board has developed a new financial budget
for 2022 and will present it to the club membership
at the April meeting for approval. We will be emailing a copy to all members prior to the meeting for a
chance to review and ask questions. Please feel free
to do so prior to the meeting, as we want members
to be comfortable with how we spend their money.
~~Bruce Wickmann - Treasurer

Notice Your 90s Daylilies, Please!
Thanks to all of you who joined
our February discussion of our favorite older cultivars, with special appreciation to
everyone who contributed to the presentation. During that discussion, I proposed a similar format highlighting our favorite daylilies registered in the 1990s.
Planning for the 2023 program schedule has begun
with this fun idea!

son this summer. Take photos and send them to me
please. I’ll start putting the Power Point together as I
receive photos. On the night of the presentation, I
hope each of you will speak up on behalf of your own
favorites as you did in our March program. I am looking forward to the discussion already. And one of the
added benefits of identifying noteworthy 90s plants is
that they are so reasonably priced!

Why am I sharing this now? Please take special
note of your favorite 90s cultivars during bloom sea-

Saundra
alongthefencedaylilies@gmail.com

A Visit from Cherry Hill Garden
At our April 7 meeting we welcome Bob and Nancy Watson. Along with their daughter Elissa, they
call Cherry Hill Garden their home. Cherry Hill is located on the north side of Terre Haute, Indiana in
zone 6a.
While Bob and Nancy have been growing all sorts
of plants since they were kids, they only started seriously growing daylilies in 2004. Nancy started hybridizing in 2008 with Bob soon joining in. Elissa
started her own program in 2017.
With their first introductions in 2018, they currently have registered 15 daylilies. They grow anywhere from 350—3400 seedlings a year. In addition,
they grow over 1000 named varieties.
Bob and Nancy mainly focus on tetraploid breeding (a calculated way to limit their obsession), but
diploid breeding has been added in the last couple of

years. They love many different forms, but hybridize
mainly for eyes and edges, teeth, orange, and small
tetraploids. They dabble in many other forms—
patterns, bicolors, striped, small ufs, etc. Many looks
catch their eye. In addition, Bob hybridizes tetraploid
daylilies from various fulva varieties. Elissa focuses
on purple tetraploids.
All three are frequent attendees of the Shirley
Farmer Midwest Hybridizers Meeting and are members of the American Daylily Society and Hoosier
Daylily Society (Hoods).
Members are invited to eat dinner with Bob and
Nancy Watson and their daughter Elissa on April 7 at
5 pm at Appleee’s, 3250 Grand Ridge Dr., NE, Grand
Rapids. If you would like to join us please email
Claire Sheridan (modelt14@gmail.com) ahead of
time so she can alert Applebee’s staff about the
number of people that will be attending.

The Watsons will be generously donating the daylilies below for an auction after their presentation.

Bucklebury Ferry

Carmen’s Shady Scheme

Extreme Tangerine

Flame of the West

2020, height 36 inches,
bloom 6 inches, season
EM, Semi-Evergreen,
Tetraploid, 19 buds, 3
branches

2022, height 38 inches,
bloom 4 inches, season M,
Tetraploid, 25 buds, 4
branches

2021, height 38 inches,
bloom 6 inches, season
MLa, Semi-Evergreen,
Tetraploid, 20 buds, 3
branches

2021, height 39 inches,
bloom 6 inches, season
MLa, Rebloom, SemiEvergreen, Tetraploid, 17
buds, 3 branches,

Mayan Warrior
2022, height 24 inches,
bloom 6 inches, season M,
Semi-evergreen, tetraploid,20 buds, 4 branches

Rosie Cotton’s Ribbons

Rocky Top

2018, height 22 inches,
bloom 5.5 inches, season
EM, Rebloom, SemiEvergreen, Tetraploid, 13
buds, 2 branches,

2019, height 37 inches,
bloom 7 inches, season M,
Semi-Evergreen, Tetraploid, 25 buds, 4 branches,
Unusual Form Crispate,

Witch King of Angmar
2022, height 36 inches, bloom
6 inches, season MLa, Rebloom, Semi-evergreen, 24
buds, 4 branches,

Wheelin’—N—Dealin’ on May 12
We are very excited to be able to hold a Spring auction and get together once again! Mark your calendars now so you don’t miss it--May 12 at Cascade
Christian Church, Centennial Hall, located at 2829
Thornapple River Dr., SE, Grand Rapids, 49546. Doors
open at 6:00 pm and bidding will start promptly at
7:00 pm. Invite your gardening friends to this fun and
lively event. Cash and checks accepted—Bid generously! What will be up for bid you ask? Our newest
daylilies, 1st time on the auction block along with
Door Prize plants, were purchased from Solaris Farms
in Reedsville, WI. Plus if you missed out on a daylily
last September, you will have a second chance when
our “Second Year Returns” come up for bid. These
plants are from Slightly Different Nursery in North
Carolina. Also on the auction block will be the popular Award Winners. We have these five cultivars:
Scarlet Pimpernel, Heavenly United We Stand, Too
Cute, Charon the Ferryman and Banana Smoothie.

out this auction. As you check out
your garden over the next few
weeks, look to see if you could
spare a double fan of a daylily (or
two or three) that does well for
you. Donations of daylilies with a
registration year of 2011 and
newer will be gratefully accepted.
Please send your cultivar name(s)
to Ginny Pearce at floragin@gmail.com by 05/11/22 so
that they can be on the Powerpoint.

Scarlet Pimpernel

We will have a complete list of Heavenly United We Stand
daylilies for auction on the website of the auction offerings for your
shopping pleasure before May 12.
Really hope to see you (and your
guests) on Thursday, May 12!

Too Cute

Since we voted a few years ago to buy a smaller
quantity of daylilies with club funds, we are requesting donations from member gardens to round

Auction action
It is that time again to step forward and make our biggest event of
the year happen!

Once again we will be gratefully accepting donations for the popular silent
auction at our May auction. Perennials,
garden tools, garden and home décor,
you name it--will make for a fun and
successful silent auction. Donations
can be dropped off beginning at 6:30pm
on May 12. Our Silent Auction will take
place before the verbal bidding begins
and during break. It is always so fun to
see what shows up! If you wish, you
can specify a minimum donation

Shhhhhh—Silent Auction

Here is what is needed for the May 12 auction…
Organizers—one word describes this—Cruuuu-cial! Arrive by
6:10pm to get the daylilies placed in correct order so that the auction runs smoothly.
Runners—Arrive by 6:50 pm to assist with bringing daylilies to the
auctioneer and then to each successful bidder. Get your steps in.
Spotter— Be a second pair of eyes for the auctioneer by pointing
bidders out with one hand and keeping a running total of how
many hands are up at the moment with the other hand.
Great fun all around! Please contact Sharon VanderWilp at
slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.net or (616) 447-8998 to let her know
you can help.

June Meeting & Plant Exchange in Laraine’s Garden
I’m excited to be able to host the club meeting at my home on
June 9 at 6:30pm. Let me introduce you to my garden in advance of
your arrival. I have lived in my home since the fall of 1989 and developed the gardens over the last 32 years. The home was built in a
farmer’s corn field, so to say I was working with a blank canvas
would be an understatement. In addition, there is a vein of pure
sand and one of gravel and clay running through the property that is
still commercially mined just south and across the street from me.
The challenges to a novice gardener like myself were many. To the
left is a photo of the landscape taken from a hot air balloon
launched from the yard in 1992.
It looks very different today and is ever evolving as the trees grow, the climate and soil composition
changes, wildlife browses, and past mistakes are torn out and replaced. It is not a formal garden so wear
walking shoes and use caution as you explore the grounds. As a new member to GVDS, I have only just begun to introduce daylilies into my garden so you will not see many, but I would welcome your suggestions
as to where to create a new bed for my auction purchases.
In addition to the open garden and GVDS meeting, we will also have a plant exchange. This would be the
time to divide and share your plant or seed bounty with fellow members of the club. The guidelines are
simple:
1. Bring a plant (or plants) in a pot. The plant can be a house plant, garden plant, or seeds collected from
your stash. The pot can be a recycled greenhouse pot, or an extra you have on hand. Please have it potted
so it can thrive until repotted by the recipient.
2. Provide the name of the plant or seed and its ideal growing conditions.
3. You may bring as many plants as you want but are only allowed to adopt the same number as you contribute to the exchange. So, if you bring three you can only leave with three unless there are unclaimed
plants at the end of the exchange.
4. Only contribute healthy plants free of disease or pests.
5. Seeds can be exchanged for plants or seeds.
6. A plant exchange is most successful if all contribute so, please join in on the fun.
Parking is limited to 5-6 cars in the front drive but there is a back entrance for more parking, or you may
park on the street in front of my home. I will be providing refreshments so come enjoy an evening in the
garden with friends. Please bring a chair for your use.

~~Laraine Facca

GVDS Board of Directors

What We’re All About

Peggy Pike – President—616.318.7603—
peggysposiepatch@gmail.com

The Grand Valley Daylily Society is
a 501(c)7 non-profit organization
organized to promote and encourage the development and improvement of the daylily and to
increase interest in its use as a
means of home and civic beautification

Claire Sheridan—Vice President—616.837.8474—
modelt14@gmail.com
Bruce Wickmann – Treasurer—616-886-1151—
bdwicks@gmail.com
– Secretary—open position
– Member at Large— open position

Give Your Garden an International Flair
Our Fan Club order this spring will be arriving and we need growers! The daylilies will be coming from
Culver Farms in Ontario, Canada. Culver Farms growing conditions are very similar to ours, perhaps a bit
more extreme. Bryan Culver grows all daylilies in field conditions without any artificial benefits to enhance
the plants growth. The Canadian winters weed out weak daylilies so his major goal are daylilies that will do
very well in “ordinary garden conditions.” His website is culverfarmdaylilies.com Just a few of the wide variety of plants we have coming are: ‘Awesome Again’, ‘Brooklyn’ and ‘Bird’s Eye View.’ Please help out GVDS
by growing a few of the daylilies which will be distributed at the spring auction on May 12, 2022.
Here are the details: Fan Club Growers agree to label and verify, water, fertilize, mulch, talk to and return
the increase of the plants received. Participants return the increase of the Auction plants at the Spring Auction in 2024 and 2025 and 2024 only for the Door Prize category. Growers may specify “Door Prize Only”
eliminating your third year commitment. If you have not grown before or at least not for a few years because you could not commit the space previously needed, how about growing for Fan Club this year? To
thank you for helping GVDS in this way, you may keep a double fan of all the cultivars you grew, provided
they increased. We are confident that these plants from Culver Farms will do very well for us. Please contact
Fan Club Chair, Sharon VanderWilp at slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.com to sign up. Don’t delay—May 12 will be
here soon! Yes, we need growers.

Volunteers Needed!!! July 25
We will be having the daylily show at Meijer Gardens. Please sign up for set up, bloom donations,
hosting the show and clean up. We truly need the help of the entire club to ensure we have a successful
event after a two year break.
As an additional bonus, we will be joined by the Hosta Club for their show on the same weekend.

