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CALENDAR
October 7
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm
Chad Bush Daylilies

OF EVENTS

November 4
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm

December 2
No meeting

Ed Wheeler
Better Late Than Never:
the fulfilling of a dream
to breed daylilies

Welcome to GVDS Zoom Programs
On Thursday, October 7, at 7:00pm Chad Bush will present a program via
Zoom about how he grows and hybridizes daylilies. His daylilies contend with
the up and down weather extremes of central Michigan so those that get registered definitely are hardy in our climate. Chad will briefly explain how he starts
his seeds. Then he will show his different programs ranging from toothy, bearded, spots/stripes/stippling, patterns, to color changing dips. He also will talk
about his hibiscus hybridizing program. Chad will be happy to answer any questions people may have.

Crested Chameleon

Chad is currently a member of the Central Michigan Daylily Society and the
Southern Michigan Daylily Society.

On Thursday, November 4, at 7:00pm Ed Wheeler will present a program
via Zoom. Ed is a member of the Grand Valley Daylily Society. His interest in
flowers and gardening was nurtured at a very young age by his parents, but his
real interest began when he was ten. Ed’s father loved to grow Four O’Clocks.
He showed Ed the flower parts and how a seed was made. His first crosses
were done that summer and the following years the progency of those crosses
Jaziemae
were grown each year until he went to college. After a detour to study PreMed, Ed changed his majors and began the training to be a professional plant breeder for over 40 years. The
daylily obsession began in 2014 during a business trip to Georgia. Ed will detail his career and his retirement

Letter from the President
Happy Fall!
This summer’s weather produced a great garden. During the summer I participated in the Creston Garden show. Several of the daylily beds were in full
bloom as well as my coneflowers and rudbeckia. I was able to give out club
cards and shared a daylily greeting card with attendees. Thank you to the members that stopped by to see my gardens that day.
One extremely hot August day, a neighbor and
I powered through the heat and built two raised cedar beds. That raised bed
became home to my new plants from Along the Fence gardens and seedlings
from Ginny Pearce.
When I found a great deal on fall pansies to add some
color to the beds, I knew right where to plant them. I am
transitioning my Vego raised beds over to daylily and coneflower beds. Unfortunately,
I also found that milkweeds will grow through 14-16” of soil in these open-bottomed
raised beds!
I was also able to stop and visit a few gardens over the summer. Thank you to all
the members who opened their gardens. Also, a big THANK YOU to all the members
that grew plants and helped with the fall auction and Rockford sale.
Fall 2021 auction plants

~~Peggy Pike, President

The view of Peggy’s garden from her
garage.

2022 auction plant —
Nate Bremmer’s
Catching Lawn Darts

Two daylily beds with an
emphasis on pink and the
handmade stepping stones
in Peggy’s side garden.
Street side view of Peggy’s Garden

2022 auction plant—
Nate Bremmer’s Fallen
Leaves

GVDS—Live and In Person!
Masks and social distancing was in place as the
Grand Valley Daylily Society finally met on September 9 for our fall auction. What a great time it was
for those in attendance as we got to see each other
again for the first time since March of 2019. Our
Secretary, Nancy Sniff greeted everyone, made sure
they had a bidding paddle and were ready to bid on
all the beautiful daylilies that would soon be appearing on the screen, thanks to Ginny Pearce, who once
again prepared the PowerPoint. Before that could
start, however, tables and chairs had to be set up
and piles of daylilies grown by Fan Club growers as
well as generously donated from members’ own gardens had to be sorted and placed in the correct order. Mastering that task was Diane Wickmann, Jane
Aranson, Laraine Facca, Claire Sheridan, Rita Brown
and Sharon VanderWilp. While that was going on,
Ned Brown was busy organizing all the unique donations for the Silent Auction, also donated by generous members. It was soon 7:00pm and show time.
Our President, Peggy Pike, started the PowerPoint
and our awesome auctioneer, Armand Aronson was
pitching the first of many daylilies. Paddles were in
the air—how fun! The very important task of keeping track of all the winning bid prices was accurately
handled by our Treasurer, Bruce Wickmann and Tim
Sheridan, making the checkout process quick as
members left with their loads of plants and garden
treasures. What a great night!
Two days later, we headed to the Rockford
Farmer’s Market for our once-a-year daylily booth
provided free of charge by the city of Rockford as
they do with one non-profit organization every
week. Steve Reiger, Peggy Pike and Sharon
VanderWilp were there at sunrise to set up the tent,
making it look quite professional with the colorful

GVDS banner. Color coded table cloths were used to
help our buyers find the color of daylilies they wanted for their gardens. Steve, Peggy and Sharon were
soon joined by Sandy Olson, MaryAnn Inman and
Laraine Facca and by 8:00am we were ready to start
selling. We actually had one customer arrive around
7:30. He was very interested in our daylilies and
purchased a wide variety of colors and styles and
also bought a pack of our watercolor daylily cards.
He told us about his garden which sounded beautiful
already, but, of course, with the addition of the
many daylilies he bought from us, it will be stunning.
At the end of the day, the market manager told us
that this gentleman had been inquiring since early
spring about when we would have our booth there.
That was a fun sale! We had many wonderful conversations throughout the morning regarding daylily
care and planting and by noon our stock was running low. We quickly put a price on our “Mystery
Daylilies” rather than “free with larger purchase”
and by the 2:00pm closing time, we had sold out!
What a perfect way to fulfill our club’s purpose “to
promote and encourage the development and improvement of the daylily and to increase interest
therein, as a means of home and civic beautification.” Thank you to all for your donations for these
successful sales.
Fun fact: If you read your name in the article
above, you have been entered in the annual Volunteer drawing for the chance to win a daylily at a future auction. Some of you were at both events so
have a double entry!
~~Sharon VanderWilp

My Dear Friend Bob
“You come for the Daylilies; you stay for the Peo-

ple.” This is one of my favorite lines from my dear
friend Bob Faulkner. My husband Bob and I met Bob
for the first time back in 2013 at the National Convention in Minnesota. It was our very first National
and we only knew a handful of people that were in
attendance from our Club. We were awe struck at all
the “Big Name” hybridizers that were represented.
But when we met Bob, we felt like he had been your
great friend forever. He was so down to earth-funny, a bit crazy, and best of all so willing to share
his passion for daylilies and life.
Bob had been hybridizing for over 25 years on his
family homestead. In 1944 Bob’s parents purchased
the farm on York Rd for $4,400 that meant the house
payment was $20.00 per month and the taxes on the
property were $9.00 a year. This is where Bob and
his siblings grew up. Jack, Tom, Bobby (as the family
called him) Barbara and Marcia. When the Faulkner
parents passed away in the 1970’s Bob decided to
purchase the house and acreage from the estate so
the family would always be able to “Come Home”.

most of the time he did something crazy. I then took the picture of him which by the way is
the best picture I have of him.
This picture was used on both
the Celebration of Life Program
as well as on his gravestone.
What an honor. When I was
Bob with Freaking
President of Grand Valley DayFabulous Faukner
lily, we had the honor of having
Bob come and speak. He
showed us his amazing flowers from his garden, Natural Selection Daylilies. He brought along his Canadian sidekick, David Jewell. We had a great time when
he auctioned off several of his Faerie Story Collection.
Many of our members went home with several from
this collection.
I have always loved Bob’s zest for Life, he was involved in so many different areas other than daylilies
--the Koi Club, raising homing pigeons, was a dog
show judge. He taught Sunday School, led youth
groups, and was a graphic artist. Bob was also instrumental in starting both the Shirley Farmer Meetings
as well as the Northern Mecca which
is held in July. At the Shirley Farmer
Meetings new hybridizers have the
opportunity to show their seedlings
and learn from the veteran hybridizers. At Northern Mecca, daylily lovers can tour and purchase daylilies
Bob at the Shirley
from several Region 2 hybridizers in
Farmer Meeting
the Ohio area. In 2017 at the Simply
Michigan Summer Regional Meeting, Bob was honored with the coveted Howard Hite Award, an award
given to a hybridizer that has made outstanding contributions to Region 2 hybridizing.

Bob started his hybridizing because the daylilies he
really liked he deemed too expensive, and as he has
told us, “I wasn’t going to pay THAT much for ANY
flower!” As many of you know Bob’s passion was
eyes and patterns. I am so thrilled to have several of
his intros in my garden, which include Snow Almost
White, Faerie Story Grumpy, Faerie Story Sleepy.
Dopey and Sneezy. Troglodyte is one of my favorites,
along with Ink & Pink, Fat Freddie’s Cat, Boiling the
Frog, Smoke Gets in Your Eyes, Memorial to Flight 93,
Dragon Fly in Flight, Almira Buffalo Bone Jackson, and
many more. My most treasured daylily is a seedling I
purchased in 2018 at Mecca. I told him I was garden
naming it – Fabulous Freaking Faulkner, he laughed
so hard. Told him I had to take a picture of him with
the seedling, and he has to take a good picture as
Cont’d on next page

When the time came to find a new Director for
Region 2, I was asked to head up the committee to
find a replacement. We were so intrigued with Bob’s
interview that the committee felt he was the best
choice for the job. So, in 2019 he became the New
Director of Region 2. I had the honor of working
with him closely and could see his passion for making Region 2 the very best. Unfortunately, Bob’s
health was suffering. In early 2020 he had to resign.
November of 2020, I received a call from Bob’s two
best friends, Joe Monnin and Ray Rayburg that Bob
had come down with Covid. We were stunned to
say the least. When it became necessary Bob was
taken to the hospital. I received daily updates and
with their permission started posting on our Region
2 Facebook Page.
There were so many that were praying for Bob, as
well as the doctors and nurses that were caring for
him. Then on December 26, Ray called to tell me
that our dear friend had passed away. Our hearts
were so broken. It was the hardest post that I have
ever had to write.
Because of Covid, the family felt it best to wait for
a Celebration of Life Service. I received a call from
Marica, Bob’s youngest sister and she said that the
Family would like to do something to honor Bob and
his legacy and donate $1000.00. They thought maybe some type of scholarship but wasn’t sure how to
go about it. I told them I would be honored to head
this up. We put a wonderful committee together
and began looking into how to make this a reality.
On September 11, 2021 at Bob’s memorial service I
was humbled to represent Region 2 and announce
the Bob Faulkner Memorial Youth Scholarship Award
(BFMYSF). Bob’s memory will live on through this
award thanks to the Faulkner Family, and to others
who have since donated to the scholarship fund.
The scholarship is to provide financial support to
help our Region 2 Youth develop their love for the

daylily and for learning and understanding the gift of
hybridizing. This scholarship is intended to support
our youth in whatever way feels meaningful to
them, from enhancing their introductory knowledge
of daylilies, to attending either Summer or Winter
Meetings, or other opportunities yet to be envisioned.

My friend Bob Faulkner would probably say:

If you could see me now, I’m walking streets of gold
If you could see me now, I’m standing tall and whole
If you could see me now, You’d know I’ve seen His
face
If you could see me now, you’d know the pain’s
erased
You’d wouldn’t want me to ever leave this place

If you could see me now.

I Love and Miss You My Dear and Precious Friend.

If you would like to contribute to the BFMYSF you
can send a check to our Regional Treasurer:
Region 2 Faulkner Scholarship Fund

c/o Bobbi Rausch Johnson
405 Robin Street
Rockland, Wisconsin 54653
~~Barb Buikema

One of Bob’s crazier moments.

Fall Fun from Your Garden
While we were working at the Rockford Farmer’s
market, we saw a patron with a hydrangea wreath.
Sharon and I examined the wreath. I visited the creator of the wreath from a flower farm in Standale.

My creative brain starting thinking of how to assemble the wreath. As I was looking for similar pins that
the original designer used, I stumbled on the floral
pins which do make assembling the wreath easier

Supplies:
—Floral pins, wire or
tape
—foam wreath (Dollar
Tree sells a 10” form)
—over the door hanger
is handy to let the wreath dry and display.

I harvested my
blooms on a Sunday
and started assembling my wreath
even though they
were not dried fully
yet. If you have time
they should be dried when assembling . The advantage of fresh blooms is that the stems are still pliable.

Continue adding
blooms around the
foam wreath until
full— 10 blooms or
more depending on
size of the bloom and
desired fullness.

Hang and dry. The assembled wreath can be
sprayed with a UV spray
paint to preserve the color. Another article suggested hairspray to hold
the dried blooms in
This is a practice wreath that
place.

has been hung up to dry.
Check and tighten your pins as
the stems dry

Hope you enjoy a fun craft to make with plants from
your garden. Now I’m wondering if I can dry sedum
to try on another wreath. Oh the places my mind
goes…

Enjoy your handmade wreath that you created with
very little cost. If anyone tries this, we’d love to see
your creation. Please email us a picture.
~~Peggy Pike

Start by securing the bloom under
the pin. Aim for the center and an
angle to secure the pin. If the pin,
sticks out you may poke/ cut yourself.

A display of five wreaths Peggy has made

Election for the Board of Directors
Have you considered running for a spot on the GVDS Board of Directors? Or maybe had questions on the
responsibilities of one of the posts?
Serving on the Board is a great way to not only help out your club, but to get to know members and provide direction on all of the activities of GVDS. You won’t need to spend money on TV ads or lawn signs. You
won’t even need to pick a running mate. What you DO need to do is contact the Nomination Chair, Sharon
VanderWilp (slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.net or 616-447-8998).
This year there are two vacancies which need to be filled, the Secretary and Member at Large. Three of
the current Board members have agreed to serve in their current offices, if reelected. These are our President, Vice President, and Treasurer. As is always the case, anyone can run for any of the five positions on the
Board of Directors and are encouraged to do so.
A very brief overview of the two open positions follows. Please contact Sharon for a complete job description.
The Secretary keeps and distributes the minutes of board meetings and monthly meetings. Club correspondence such as mailing cards for illness and sympathy and new member welcome letters is handled by
the Secretary. The membership roster and door prize winners are two examples of the record keeping aspect of this job. The secretary also serves as an archivist, keeping all newsletters and club plant information.
The Member at Large attends monthly board meetings and acts on behalf of the club. They vote on issues
raised by membership and the board. As examples, the following items were reviewed and voted on during
this past year: the annual budget, bylaw update, D&O insurance, club programs, donations and plant auction, sales and purchase.
We hope that you will all give this your consideration. You can submit yourself or suggest a name for Sharon to contact (or contact them yourself). The remaining board members are all very well seasoned and able
to assist new board members assuming the two positions. You will find a welcoming atmosphere on this
board.
Please contact Sharon by October 31 so that we can prepare for an email vote around the first week of
November for the 2022 Board of Directors.

What We’re All About
The Grand Valley Daylily Society is
a 501(c)7 non-profit organization
organized to promote and encourage the development and improvement of the daylily and to
increase interest in its use as a
means of home and civic beautification

GVDS Board of Directors
Our officers for 2021 have been elected and are:
Peggy Pike – President—616.318.7603—peggysposiepatch@gmail.com
Claire Sheridan—Vice President—616.837.8474—modelt14@gmail.com

Bruce Wickmann – Treasurer—616-886-1151—bdwicks@gmail.com
Nancy Sniff – Secretary—616-455-2548—nsniff@gmail.com
Laraine Facca – Member at Large—616-581-4661—faccaetal@gmail.com

