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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

Please Note: Most Meetings Will Be Conducted VIA Zoom Meeting Platform
Thursday, January 14
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm—join as early as 6:30pm
Escape the Winter Blahs with some Daylily Eye Candy
Ginny Pearce
February 11
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm—join as early as 6:30pm
Daylily Trivia and Fun
Saundra Dunn
March 4
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm
Riverbend Daylily Gardens
Sandy Holmes
April 1
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm
How to Improve your Daylily Photos
Charlie Harper
Region 2 President
May 13
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm
Hidden Secrets for Season Long Color—Bulbs
Rebecca Finneran, MSU Extension
May 20-22
AHS National Convention
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

July/August
Open Gardens
To Be Determined
July 9-11
Region 2 Summer Meeting
Springfield, Illinois
July 18
Annual Daylily Show
To Be Determined
September 10
Fall Auction
To Be Determined
October 7
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm
Chad Bush Daylilies
November 4
Zoom Meeting
7:00pm
Better Late Than Never: the fulfilling
of a dream to breed daylilies
Ed Wheeler
December 3
No meeting

President’s Letter
“Dashing through the snow in a one horse open sleigh”
Fast forward to 2020, driving through cloudy, rainy days without snow in my grey Prius, I was able to travel
over 400 miles in 6 counties to visit over 30 club members to deliver a Christmas gift of Daylily greeting cards.
I throughly enjoyed my visits with everyone that was home. I was able to see many gardens and touch base
to enjoy a good old fashioned chat.
The photos for the cards were contributed by Nancy Sniff and myself. I sent several photos to Linda Marr
of Zenchic Designs, found on Facebook. Linda is a watercolor artist. She accepted my challenge to produce a
few blooms into painting for us. I had the cards printed for the club. This project was a bright spot in June for
me to see which pictures she selected to paint. The daylilies we chose were:
The purple bloom is a plant purchased from Along the Fence.
Cream is Opalescent Spider by D.G. Couturier 2001
The orange Daylily is a remembrance of Michigan road side lily,

Last Chance

Jim’s Sweetheart Kay

Michigan Fall Color Update

Thank You for Serving
As a special thank-you to Eileen Schmuker for her two years of service as
Member-at-Large, Peggy hand delivered one of the original Marr watercolors
to Eileen. By coincidence the painting Peggy gave her happened to be of a
seedling from Ginny Pearce which Eileen said made it even more special to
her .

2021 Program Need To Know Information
All programs scheduled for 2021 are Zoom presentations due to the coronavirus. Even if
you have never used Zoom, it is fairly user friendly and there are fellow club members who
can help you learn the basics. Prior to each presentation you will be emailed a link for joining
the meeting. Zoom will work with a variety of devices, tablets, smart phones and PCs or
Macs. If your device has a camera you can be visible to all the other people signed on and
you can see them. If you don’t want your image to be seen, you can join without video, point your camera
elsewhere or close the shutter of the camera. If your device has a microphone you can talk to others in the
Zoom meeting. You can mute your microphone so background noise doesn’t interfere with the presentation.
The Zoom host can also mute any and all participants.
If your device does not have a camera or a microphone you still can participate but you will need speakers
to hear sound and you can communicate with the chat button on the Zoom screen. You also can call in on a
telephone to hear the conversation but will not be able to see the pictures unless you also are signed in on
another device like a PC. If you want to practice connecting to Zoom prior to a meeting to be sure your device works, you can contact Peggy Pike and she will set up a short practice session. You can also sign in early
for the presentations to check your equipment or for a bit of Zoom practice. The meeting link will open at
6:30 p.m.

Escape the Winter Blahs with some Daylily Eye Candy
Just because it’s cold and snowy outside doesn’t mean we have to let cabin fever get us
down. So, let’s have a little escape to enjoy some daylily eye candy on January 14. No fancy or involved program. Just a bunch of pretty pictures to refresh our memories of sunshine, summer temps, and beautiful vistas of daylilies in bloom.
Ginny Pearce, who has been hybridizing since 1996, had her best ever crop of seedlings
bloom this last summer. She will share the most promising of those newest seedlings plus a
few other standouts to add a burst of color to your winter’s day during a
Zoom presentation. Her more recent hybridizing efforts have evolved to include more tall Unusual Forms alongside her early love of round ruffled
types. With a rainbow of colors from reds, purples, pinks, whites, bluish watermarks, big
green throats, etc to be presented, members will be assured to see a wide variety of flowers. Come join her in a virtual garden visit to explore the pretty faces.
The meeting can be joined as early as 6:30 to work out any technical problems and to chat with other
club members. Bring along your snack and drink as you catch up with friends.

Daylily Trivia with Saundra Dunn
Since we have to meet virtually right now, let’s make the most of technology. On February 11 at 7:00pm
we’ll still gather via Zoom. But once we are together, we’ll use a program called Kahoot to have a just-for-fun
daylily trivia competition. Well, it’s just for fun AND the chance to win one of three $25 gift certificates to
Along The Fence Daylilies. There will be three different trivia categories to give everyone a chance to shine:
1) basic daylily information and vocabulary, 2) GVDS past to present, and 3) award-winning daylilies. More
details are included in another article in this newsletter.

What’s New At Riverbend Daylily Garden
Join the club as Sandy Holmes presents her daylily program via Zoom on March 4 at
7:00pm. Before the meeting you can check out her website at: www.daylily.ws. Check
out what’s happening at Riverbend Gardens.

New Board Member Biography
Happy 2021. I am hopeful that we will be able to gather in person soon so that I may
meet and better engage with all members. I would like to introduce myself as the newest member of the GVDS Board and also as a relatively new member. My name is Laraine Facca and I live in rural Caledonia Township in Kent County. I am a retired operating room nurse and now spend my days digging in the dirt. After spending 40 years in
a windowless operating room, I honor the saying “I may sleep in my house, but I live in
my garden”. Once my last child left for college I became a Master Gardener and Master Naturalist through
the Michigan State Extension program, but have little experience with daylilies other than “ditch lilies”. After
attending a GVDS meeting in a member garden, I discovered absolutely gorgeous daylilies that inspired me to
join. So please do not look to me for advice, I am here to learn from you. When I questioned why I should
run for a board position as a newbie, it was suggested that I could contribute to the board in a way that seasoned members may not. So here I am. Please reach out with any comments, suggestions, or concerns and I
will present them to the board to address. I have experience on various boards and will contribute, as I can,
to help make this club inclusive, social, educational, and fun for all who truly appreciate a stunning daylily.

SignUp Time For Fan Club Growers
NOW is the time to put your name on the list of awesome growers for the 2021 Fan Club! Here is the
scoop—These daylilies will be arriving in May. Growers will plant them and let them increase through 2022.
In 2023, it will be time to return the “Door Prize” and “Auction” plants. The commitment then ends for the
“Door Prize” category. “Auction” plants are returned again in 2024. Here is the bonus for this year! Our
source agreed to hold our plant order since we were not able to distribute them in 2020 and will be sending
us all the increase. They reported at the end of last summer that many of our cultivars had already increased
nicely. We will be passing that increase on to our Fan Club growers so you should be starting with a very
hefty plant.
This year’s Fan Club daylilies were purchased from 2020 Stout Silver Medal Winner, Sandy and Mike
Holmes, Riverbend Daylily Garden in Ohio. We have ordered a nice variety of colors, sizes, heights including
‘Crazy as a Loon’, ‘Mayan Dark Eyes’, and ‘Rosy Whisper’ to name just a few. You can check out Riverbend
Daylily Garden at: www.daylily.ws The “door prize” plants ($25) are grown and returned once in 2023 and
the more expensive $35-$60 “auction” plants will be returned twice in 2023 and 2024. As a thank you, at the
end of this growing commitment, you may keep a double fan, if the plant has increased.
Simply read and agree to the attached Grower’s Agreement included with this newsletter and contact Fan
Club Chair, Sharon VanderWilp at slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.net or by phone at (616) 447-8998. Let her know
also if you have any questions. Don’t miss out on this fun way to help out your club and add great plants to
your collection!

Grand Valley Daylily Society Fan Club Plant Grower Agreement
Fan Club Grower name & year plants were distributed: 2021
Explanation of Program: The Club Plant Buying Committee purchases daylilies which members then
grow for 2-3 years. The plants are for use in the door prize program and for our annual Auction. Each
member who agrees to participate will receive a randomly issued combination of both Door Prize and Auction plants, unless grower selects Door Prize only.
Door Prize plants are grown for two years. After the second year, growers return all but two fans
per cultivar (provided the fans have increased). Returned daylilies should be double fan pieces, when possible, with correct name and cultivar information attached.
Auction Plants are grown for three years. After two years, growers return all but what is deemed
necessary for good third year growth, with correct name and cultivar information attached on double fan
pieces, when possible. At the end of the third year, growers return all but two fans per cultivar (provided
the fans have increased) also as accurately labeled double fan pieces, when possible.
Requirements of Growers:
Must be an active member of GVDS for at least one year and be approved by the Board of Directors.
Must attend at least six meetings per year from February through November. Active participation in the
July public show also counts as one meeting. Special consideration is being made in 2021 due to
pandemic.
Pick up your plants as directed, unless prior arrangements have been made with the Club Plant Chair.
Care for the plants with regular watering and fertilizing. Agree to both label and map or chart their location in your garden.
Open your garden by appointment, to members who wish to view the club plants.
Pollen may be used but plants may not be sold, given away, traded or exchanged.
When each club plant blooms, verify that it is the correct cultivar by checking a reputable source, such as
the American Hemerocallis Society database, http://www.daylilies.org/DaylilyDB/ Report any mislabeled plants immediately to the Club Plant Chair.
Report your evaluation of the club plant when returning. Agree to have your name listed as the grower
in the newsletter and Auction Power Point presentation.
Read, understand, and sign this Club Plant Growers Agreement
Additional notes: If a plant does not increase, you must return all of it at its designated time. Failure to fulfill any part of this commitment will result in the loss of eligibility to grow club plants in the future. Financial reimbursement of received plant value to the club will be required for flagrant violation of this agreement.
See Next Page for continuation of Grower’s Agreement

Some tips for success:
The “Grower Sheet” you will receive with your plants has a “Growers Only” area where you can record notes
about the plant location and any other notes about its growth. Please use this tool.
Offering to have your garden included during a summer “Open Garden” is an excellent way to show off your
club plants!
Take a photo of the daylily when blooming for use in the Auction PowerPoint program. Club members will
be advised of the name and email address of the person who will prepare the Power Point program.
Contact the Club Plant Chair about any difficulties keeping you from fulfilling the requirements at any time
throughout the two and three year agreement time period.

Since this program is the club’s major source of revenue, we appreciate your participation. We kindly ask
that you take your responsibilities of growing club plants seriously for mutual success!

AGREEMENT:
By signing below, I/we acknowledge that I/we have read and understand the requirement of the Club Plant
Growing Program. I/we promise to abide by this agreement throughout the three year growing period.

Name printed ______________________________ Signature _________________________________

Name printed ______________________________ Signature _________________________________
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For office use only:
Attendance validated _____
Notes:

Reviewed by Club Plant Chair _____

Test Your Daylily Trivia!
Saundra Dunn
How many petals does a daylily typically have? Which daylily won the 2020 Stout Medal? On Thursday,
February 11, at 7:00pm, you will have the chance to show off your daylily knowledge—or learn some new
things if you are relatively new to daylilies.
Trivia games are popular entertainment, so why not apply the fun to daylilies? We
will have three rounds of trivia, each 10 – 12 questions. The topic of the first questions
will be basic daylily information- a great opportunity for beginners in this daylily adventure. The second round will be specific to our club, with questions about our early GVDS
history and our current membership. The final round will challenge the more experienced among us with questions about award-winning daylilies. The winners of each
round will receive a $25 gift certificate to Along The Fence Daylilies.
Our meeting will still be hosted on Zoom, as our other presentations will be. If you
aren’t familiar with Zoom, don’t be intimidated. It is fairly user-friendly, especially when
you are joining a meeting and are not the host. If you want to do a practice round on
Zoom, please let Peggy Pike know and we will arrange for practice. There are also many great videos on
Youtube to review Zoom basics. And, Claire has outlined details about Zoom use in the overview to our programs for the year.
Within Zoom, I will share what is on my screen and we will utilize “Kahoot”- a great online program for a
trivia night. I actually use it routinely in my classroom. To play, I find it easiest to access Zoom on one device
and then use a second device (such as a smart phone) to join in to the Kahoot
game. But I have learned in our pilot rounds that you don’t actually need two
devices. You can open Kahoot on a second tab on the computer or iPad that you
are using for Zoom. The trivia game is fun and I just don’t want anyone to feel
too intimidated to give it a try. Please join in to Zoom and I will explain all you
need to know about Kahoot. Just fyi, more than one person in your house can
be on the Zoom call and each of you can play on your own phone.
I look forward to seeing all of you on February 11!

GVDS Board of Directors
Our officers for 2021 have been elected and are:
Peggy Pike – President—616.318.7603—peggylpike@yahoo.com
Claire Sheridan—Vice President—616.837.8474—modelt14@gmail.com
Bruce Wickmann – Treasurer—616-399-4907—bdwicks@gmail.com
Nancy Sniff – Secretary—616-455-2548—nsniff@gmail.com
Laraine Facca – Member at Large—616-581-4661—faccaetal@gmail.com

Favorite Daylily Facebook Sites
For all of us who are gardeners, winter can be long! And for all of its flaws, there is a lot to love about Facebook as a forum to indulge our love of daylilies when we aren’t out gardening. I was asked to share a few
of my favorite Facebook daylily sites. That is no easy task! There are so many good ones. And I see many of
you on those sites, so I know that you are already aware. But I hope to provide a few new options for people
who may not think of Facebook as a tool shared daylily photos and information.
For each of the sites I list below, use the search feature of
Facebook to search for the page I mention. The arrow in the
photo to the right indicates the search bar.
At the national level: American Daylily Society.
This is just a go-to site for me for information coming from
the ADS. National events are shared. And recently there have
been many photos of daylilies newly added to the ADS Online Database. There has been a push in the past
couple of years to find photos of plants that do not have a picture included with their registration information. I do appreciate that effort. (There is also the daylilies.org website, of course, which contains an absolute wealth of information. The FB site tends to distribute time sensitive information more quickly).
At the regional level: Region 2 Daylily Members and Friends.
This site provides information particular to our own region. In recent days, there were so many lovely
tributes to our friend Bob Faulkner after his passing from COVID. As with the ADS page, this site provides
more real-time information than our newly revised Region 2 webpage (but I do encourage you to check that
out—www.adsregion2.org).
Discussion and photo sites:
Daylilies
Daylily Hybridizers Nook

Daylily Pictures, Ideas, Hybridizing, etc, Open To Almost All
Daylily Pictures and Themes
These are just a sample of the many sites you can find if you do a daylily search on Facebook. I enjoy the discussions and especially the many lovely photos.

See the next page for the continuation of the article

Daylily sale sites:
Daylilies And Seedlings Sales Page
Daylily Classifieds, Buy, Sell, Trade, Wanted
Daylily Buyer’s Review Forum
Daylily Buying: The Good, The Bad, and The ugly
Again, these are just four of a wide variety of sites on which people are buying and selling daylilies. The
first page is facilitated by Elaine Seifert. I especially enjoy watching for Bonnie Nichols’ (Oak Hill Daylilies)
many wonderful plants for sale in the winter months. She is just a gem of a seller. The latter two sites are
actually places to provide feedback about your purchasing experiences. These are good sites to look over if
you are purchasing from a new person for the first time.

Sites of upcoming GVDS presenters:
I do want to note that not all of our upcoming presenters have Facebook
pages, at least not that I can find. I think everyone (but me!) has a webpage
though, so I encourage you to search for their sites. But since this article is
about Facebook sites, I’ll stick with the two I know. True apologies to any
speakers if I missed your FB page—and to GVDS members who may have interesting daylily FB pages I just don’t know about.
43 North Daylilies
You will want to check out Ed Wheeler’s daylily FB page for photos of his
2020 introductions!
Along The Fence Daylilies
There is a distinct difference in the amount of activity on our FB page during the summer vs. now when I
am back in school. But I encourage you to check out our photo albums, especially if you are interested in late
-blooming daylilies. And each day in February (to help us get through that weary part of winter), we post a
different daylily at a sale price. You’ll just have to check us out for details.
I hope this article inspires you to share some of your own favorite Facebook pages or garden websites in a
future newsletter!
Saundra Dunn

What We’re All About
The Grand Valley Daylily Society is a 501(c)7 non-profit organization organized to promote and encourage the development and improvement of the
daylily and to increase interest in its use as a means of home and civic beautification

A Very Strange Year
I don’t know how this last year has been for you but mine has been a bit of off. I seemed to have acquired a new roommate and am still trying to evict him. His name is Murphy (as in Murphy’s Law). It started
in March along with the Covid-19 isolation (wonder if they are related?). My deck had rotted and had to be
replaced but that was delayed until June. I lost electricity in about a quarter of my house for several weeks
before I could get an electrician. The wind snapped a green live limb and sent it through the garage roof like
a spear the day before a predicted thunderstorm. My car died from neglect and it took several days to get it
towed (but I did get 4 months to a tank of gas!). My frost free faucet replaced last year leaked like mad
when I tried using it this Spring so by the time I finally got it fixed most of my gardens went without water.
And that was just in 3 months starting from March.

Thought maybe Murphy had finally moved on but this Fall two weeks after I had the furnace check-up it
wouldn’t kick in. Here’s the kicker - a spider had come in from the outside vent and committed suicide in a
small L-shaped tube causing water back-up. Now tell me that is not Murphy!
I won’t even tell you about the tangle I had involving the riding lawn mower, a hooded vest, and my metal yard sculpture. Just saying black and blue are not my favorite colors! Then, to keep me humble, 60 mph
winds along with a lot of rain uprooted a dying tree in east wooded area of my yard. Fortunately it didn’t hit
anything but other trees so maybe Murphy is showing some mercy? Will wait until spring to have it removed just in case he pulls more pranks this winter.
As month by month everything got cancelled I only purchased
one new daylily this year. That’s just so wrong! Even my daylilies
got into the spirit of weirdness. “Spacecoast Sharp Tooth” did this
crazy doubling which it has never done. Just trying to live up to its
name and the times?

Spacecoast Sharp Tooth

Even Miss Piggy (my kitty) is keeping up with these strange times. She has
morphed from having a rusty mane, to a white collar, to a silver grey coat, to mostly all black. She certainly
is a strange little girl - just keeping up with the times?

2017

Spring 2020
Fall 2019

Fall 2020

That is/was my 2020. Oh, and I’ve read or listened to 158 books so far this year. If that darn cat doesn’t
learn how to talk pretty soon I will forget how!
Here is to a Happy more “normal” New Year!
Nancy
PS…..Oh, and If you know any one who needs a roommate named Murphy let me know!

Bitten by the Daylily Bug
A friend of ours said, “Ya want some daylilies?”
“Sure.”
So, we started with two small clumps, which we broke into two of each
kind. We planted them on both sides of the front walk. One yellow and one
Jane and Armand Aronson
reddish brown on each side. Matching pairs. Then we did NOTHING with daylilies for at least 10 years. We still have no idea what their names are, but those clumps are still thriving with
no help from us. Oh, and we still have a few we dug along the side of the road. I used to call them tiger lilies, but now that I’m a sophisticated daylily enthusiast, I’ve learned to call them ‘ditch lilies.’ I still love
them.
We started to collect iris many years ago; then the iris borer came through and left us with next to none.
So, we had no plans to collect any other kind of flowers. We had no idea there was such a thing as a ‘daylily
farm.’ We went to visit one anyway. What fun! 4 acres of blossoms in long rows punctuated by stakes with
names on them. Colors screaming for attention in every direction. Tall ones, short ones… who knew? Yes,
we bought a few starts even though we were a bit sticker shocked after only having free ones before.
Then we met Ginny Pearce at the Fulton Street Farmers’ Market. Besides selling us a few daylilies, she
invited us to come find out about the Grand Valley Daylily Society. We’re not much for ‘societies’ but what
could it hurt to go to a meeting. Well, I’ll tell you: you could get sucked right into the whole little world of
daylily people and things. And, we did. What fun! I don’t know how many times I asked myself, “What are
you doing here?” Did I want to just watch or be a collector, or a hybridizer, or a grower, or try buying and
selling? Okay, I can’t decide…so, All of the above. Oh, what am I getting myself into? I suppose it was Nancy
Sniff’s gift to us that put us over the edge. At one meeting there was a request to help her dig some of her
daylilies. Well, I do know the business end of a shovel, so I volunteered. I didn’t expect anything but sweat
as a volunteer, but Nancy gave us starts of a lot of daylilies. What fun! If you’ve ever watched Nancy bid at
the auctions you know she has a good eye and is determined to have a gorgeous collection of daylilies. We
put those daylilies in our hoop-house (also called seasonal high-tunnel) to grow them. We didn’t put the
hoop-house up only for daylilies, we grow some vegetables,
too. But the daylilies love the hoop-house. It’s like a greenhouse except that it’s unheated. What it does is extend the
shoulder seasons in spring and fall. It’s like growing two zones
warmer. So, we have a few square feet of Kentucky in our
back yard. Daylilies don’t seem to mind the shock of hot and
cold back to back, they just take advantage of the good days to start earlier in spring and do a little extra
growing in the fall. So, that made us collectors overnight. What fun!
Then seeds. I couldn’t wait for our own seeds, so I picked pods at gas stations, drive throughs and church
yards. (I wouldn’t call it stealing, they weren’t going to do anything with them anyway.) I had no idea about
parentage. Yeah, well. Then people said hybridizers should have specific objectives rather than trying to do
everything. That makes sense at some point, but I just wanted to see what would happen. Later I realized
Continued on next page

that if you want nice new seedlings it’s a good idea to start with good parents. So, I had to try to focus even if Jamie Gossard doesn’t. (Jamie Gossard
just happens to be one of the most prolific breeders of award-winning daylilies.) So now I have one primary goal and a few minor goals. There’s a yellow spider named ‘Kindly Light.’ I love it but I wish it was a little taller, a
little brighter and carried more blooms on more branches. So I have a number of diploid spiders in one area of the hoop-house and some unusual
forms with other strengths that I cross, looking for the one great improvement to ‘Kindly light.’ But what I’m finding is that I’m getting a number of
nice plants/flowers in their own right that aren’t the main goal, but clearly
seem related. What fun! I also hybridize looking for good purples, spiders,
Kindly Light
eyes, descendants of ‘Rose Kennedy (Tet)’, descendants of ‘Entwined in the
Vine,’ of unusual shades of color especially lavender (what? What do I want with lavender?) … Okay, I’m an opportunist, I’m just trying to cultivate the best of what my seeds bring forth. What fun!
What I really enjoy is July mornings in the hoop-house looking for blooms on new
seedlings, and for opportunities to dab pollen from one favorite to another. I do
make some plans about what I want to hybridize, but again I’m an opportunist. I
want to make the most of what that morning can offer. What fun!

Carved Pumpkin Pie

Next… a sales area. I’ve moved some daylilies into the landscape around the
house, inspired by our group visit to Carol DeVries garden. And this fall I moved
some plants from the hoop-house to an outdoor area near the house to facilitate
show & tell. Nancy told me that ‘Carved Pumpkin Pie’ would be a moneymaker for
us. This year (or next depending on Covid) we’ll see. The best is yet to come. What
fun!

Open Gardens
It’s January, it’s cold and the sun is lurking behind the clouds all too often.
However spring is coming with all the promise of new life bursting out of the
ground. Crocus, tulips and daffodils will be brightening our days before we
know it. Then comes summer and our beloved daylilies will bloom again.
Last summer some of our members opened their
gardens to club members and many of us enjoyed our visits with them and their gardens. Pictures from the gardens of Peggy Pike and Ginny Pearce are shown here to
remind you of summer, sunshine and flowers.
Start thinking about whether you would like to open your garden to club members
this summer. If this is something you would enjoy doing, send an email to Peggy Pike
or Claire Sheridan.

