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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

April 2

July 10-12

Cancelled

AHS Region 2 Summer Meeting
Coshocton, Ohio

May 14
Spring Daylily Auction
Cascade Christian Church
Drop-off 6:30pm Auction start 7:00pm

October 1
July 18
Annual Daylily Show
Frederik Meijer Gardens

August 1
May 24-26

September 12
Rockford Farmers’ Market

AHS National Convention
Savannah Georgia

Bus Trip
Along The Fence Daylilies
MSU Gardens

June 4

September 10

Jessie Schulte
Kent Conservation District Office
6:30pm

Fall Auction
Cascade Christian Church
Drop off 6:00pm Auction start 7:00pm

Saundra Dunn
Frederik Meijer Gardens
7:00pm

November 5
Dan Bachman
Valley of the Daylilies
Location TBA

December 3
Christmas Party
Cascade Christian Church
6:30pm

The Board of Directors will be monitoring the coronavirus situation as it develops
and will keep you informed if it is going to affect any planned meetings.

Letter From the President
Changing times requires flexibility. You probably knew or have guessed this was coming but for the safety and welfare of all our members we thought it prudent to cancel our April 2 meeting. We have contacted
Dan Bachman and he was concerned too. We have rescheduled him for our November 5 meeting.
We will re-evaluate the situation prior to the May 14 Spring Auction. Hope
for the best. We will let you know.
At this point, enjoy your time as we prepare our gardens for the summer.
Peggy

2020 Meeting Report and Update
The Grand Valley Daylily Society is planning an exciting year in 2020. Already there have
been two outstanding programs. Steve Reiger, Master Beekeeper, brought in beekeeping
equipment that he uses and explained the life cycle of honeybees as well as telling wonderful
stories of his adventures in beekeeping. At the March meeting he graciously brought in jars of his honey.
Nate Bremer of Solaris Farms in Wisconsin was the March speaker. He told the club about his hybridizing
program and the key factors he looks for when evaluation plants. The most important thing he looks at first
is the quality of the plant and the last one is the bloom. He donated and auctioned a selection of his northern Wisconsin hardy hybrids, and found there were eager buyers for these beautiful plants. He will dig and
ship them in July because he believes that is when plants transplant and establish best in cooler climates.

Future Meetings in 2020
The May 14 auction will be held at the Cascade Christian Church. Doors will open at
6:00pm for volunteers who are setting up the room for the auction. Plants and silent auction items can be brought in starting at 6:30pm for volunteers to organize for the auction.
The auction will begin at 7:00pm Auction proceeds are used to fund club activities like
bus trips and other member benefits.
On June 4 we will meet at the Kent Conservation District at 3260 Eagle Park Drive NE, Grand
Rapids, MI 49525 at 6:30pm. Jesse Schulte, District Manager, will give us a tour of the grounds
by the building and a presentation on the District’s goals and activities. You may want to bring a
lawn chair for the short business meeting following the presentation.
This is a sneak peak of our November meeting. Together with Dan Bachman, the Board of Directors have cancelled the April 2 meeting. Dan Bachman of Valley
of the Daylilies has agreed to reschedule and be our speaker at the November meeting.
Dan will be speaking about his hybridizing program and auctioning some of his plants in
a 50/50 auction. Time and place will be announced in the future.

Annual Daylily Show
Frederik Meijer Gardens—-Saturday, July 18, 10:00am-5:00pm
This is a non-judged show. The public is encouraged to vote for any Daylily “on-scape” (stalk) to be displayed in a vase provided by the club. The Daylily show is primarily a display of “off-scape” flowers. This
gives the public an exhibit of the wide variety in colors, shapes, and sizes of Daylilies. Unregistered Daylily
seedlings are also welcomed to be placed on display.
Plan to participate on July 18 by bringing your daylilies. The show will be held in the Jandernoa room—the
same room as our meetings. We will also need volunteers for the hospitality table, kids’ activity and clean
up. Contact Peggy Pike with questions at 616-318-7603 or peggylpike@yahoo.com.

Wheelin’ N Dealin’ on May 14
Mark your calendars now for the May 14 Spring Auction at Cascade Christian
Church, 2829 Thornapple Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546. Doors open at 6:00pm for
setup, plant drop off is at 6:30pm and bidding will start promptly at 7:00pm The
public is invited so encourage your friends to attend this exciting event. Cash and
checks are accepted. The daylilies up for bid are those from Slightly Different Nursery North Country, and CT
Daylily. Slightly Different Nursery daylilies are the door prize plants and 1st returns. Those from North
Country and CT Daylily are 2nd returns.
You can see some of the beauties that will be auctioned by going to the Grand Valley Daylily
Society website www.grandvalleydaylily.org. ‘Open Fire’ and ‘Malbec’ are two examples of Paul
Owens’ high quality daylilies that will be on the auction. ‘Hall of Justice’ and ‘Longlesson Liberty
Belle’ are two gorgeous daylilies that come from North Country Daylilies.
Award Winner plants will be on the auction as will member donations. Door prize plants will be available
for the lucky winners of the door prize raffle. Some of the gems in this category will be ‘Oy Vey’, ‘Queen of
Can Do’, ‘Nancy the Rose Queen’, ‘Shutterbug’, and others that will make you want raise your hand with a
door prize claim or a winning bid.
The Silent Auction will take place before verbal bidding begins and during the break. Start thinking about
items you can donate for the Silent Auction. Donations do not have to be garden related. Daylilies introduced before 1995 will be included in the silent auction.
Members should notify Ginny Pearce of daylily donations they wish to make to the spring auction so they
are included in the PowerPoint. Only daylilies introduced in 1995 or after will be included in the power point
presentation. Daylilies introduced before 1995 will be included in the silent auction. If you have daylily photos they should be sent to Ginny also. Ginny’s telephone number is 616 954-0416 and her email is floragin@gmail.com. The deadline for inclusion in the PowerPoint is 5:00pm Wednesday night, May 13. Daylily
donations made after that will be included in the Silent Auction. Ginny will prepare and then post updates to
the auction list on the GVDS website as additional donations are made. For the most complete final list of
auction plants, members should wait to print the list from the GVDS website for themselves until the day of
the auction. Some copies of the final auction list will be available at the auction.
You can start shopping now by checking out the list of all the Fan Club and Award Winner daylilies in this
newsletter. See you on Thursday, May 14.
GVDS Board of Directors

What We’re All About

Our officers for 2019 have been elected and are:

The Grand Valley Daylily Society is a
501(c)7 non-profit organization organized to promote and encourage the
development and improvement of the
daylily and to increase interest in its
use as a means of home and civic
beautification

Peggy Pike – President—616.318.7603—peggylpike@yahoo.com
Claire Sheridan—Vice President—616.837.8474—modelt14@gmail.com
Bruce Wickmann – Treasurer—616-399-4907—bdwicks@gmail.com
Nancy Sniff – Secretary—616-455-2548—nsniff@gmail.com
Eileen Schmuker – Member at Large—616.540.8783—divamom3849@gmail.com

