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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 6

July 6

September 7

Nikki Schmith
AHS National President
Frederik Meijer Gardens
7:00pm

Ned & Rita Brown’s garden
6:30pm

Fall Auction
Cascade Christian Church
6:30pm

May 11
Spring Auction
*** NOTE LOCATION CHANGE ****
Cascade Christian Church
2829 Thornapple River Drive SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
6:30pm

July 8
Annual Daylily Show
Frederik Meijer Gardens
11:00am
July 14-16
Region 2 Summer Meeting
Grand Rapids

October 5
Barb Balgoyen—Walter’s Gardens
New and Noteworthy Perennials
Frederik Meijer Gardens
7:00pm

August3
June 1
Club Chitchat
Allendale Community Park
6:30pm

Club Picnic
Veterans Facility
3000 Monroe Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
6:30pm

November 2
To be announced
Frederik Meijer Gardens
7:00pm
December7
Christmas Party
Pietro’s Restaurant
7:00pm

Travels with Nikki
Nikki Schmith, President of AHS, will be our guest on April 6 at 7:00pm at
FMG in the Brewer room (the large room across the hall from our usual room).
Come enjoy her bubbly personality and her enthusiasm about gardening in
general and daylilies in particular. She will be presenting “Travels with Nikki
Schmith” the story of the over 10,000 miles a year she travels to pursue her
passion for daylilies. As she says “Once you dip your toe into the vast daylily
ocean, you find there are as many facets to the hobby of Doing Daylilies as
there are regions in the AHS. A gardener can be inspired by collecting, science, photograph, hybridizing,
propagating, marketing, writing, traveling, serving, and sharing the collective experience of daylilies. Connecting with others who share a common interest is vital to our growth as gardeners.” Through photography
and stories, this presentation explores many facets of daylilydom and invites you to join the AHS for a new
collective experience. She will be bringing some of her introductions to be auctioned off, including her 2017
intro that hasn’t even been officially named yet. Can’t wait? Catch her blog at www.agirlandhergarden.com.

Got DAYLILIES? We do!!
You won’t want to miss the annual spring auction on May 11 at 6:30pm at our new
location the Cascade Christian Church’s Centennial Hall at 2829 Thornapple River Dr.
SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.
From ‘Tiny Firecracker’ with her adorable 2.3" bloom to ‘Ginger Twist’ with his
massive 11" bloom, and even a ‘Thingamajig’ with 35 buds on 7 way branching
stems, there is sure to be something for everyone! The spring auction is our most important fund raiser of the year, and will allow us to fund all the fun we have planned this
year. So bring your plants to donate, your cash or checkbook and bid generously!! Remember the public is welcome, so invite all your friends and neighbors – spread the love
of daylilies. Doors open at 6:30pm for plant drop off and the Silent Auction action, with
verbal bidding beginning promptly at 7:00pm!!

Auction Action
Yes, I know asking our club to do anything silently is
pretty much a joke, but we all love to laugh – so let’s
give it a go. The silent auction is something we will be
trying this May to see if it will make the auction a tad
shorter and more fun. Instead of verbally auctioning
the ‘non-daylily’ items, we will be writing down our
bids on a paper bid sheet. We felt that since there is
no picture or description on the screen during the bidding of these items, there was no added benefit to doing it verbally.
The sheets will be filled in by the donors when they
drop off their items, and will give them room to describe the item and set a minimum bid amount. Since
we ask our members to come at 6:30 to drop off their
auction plants, this will give you something fun to do
while you wait for the auction to start at 7:00. The
‘silent’ bidding will be open through the break, and
then close for the chair to organize the distribution of
the items in an efficient manner. The auction runners,
will be handing them out to the winners at the end of
the auction and the winners will be able to add their
winning bids to the auction cards in the same manner
as their verbal bids. Ned and Rita Brown will be our
Chairs for this new adventure, and will be available at
the Silent Auction table prior to the auction starting
and during the break to assist our members in this
new process.

Several
members
have
stepped forward for some
“auction action,” but a few
more helping hands are needed yet for the following tasks:
Organizers—Arrive by 6:30pm to get the daylilies placed in correct order. This job is crucial for
a smooth auction so please consider joining us
when we will Keep Calm and Organize On.
Runners—Arrive by 6:50pm to assist with bringing daylilies to the auctioneer and then to each
successful bidder. If you got a tracker for Christmas, this is the job for you!
Spotters—If you are looking for more of an upper body workout, consider being a spotter.
Spotters are a second pair of eyes for the auctioneer by pointing bidders out with one hand
and keeping a running total of how many hands
are up at the moment with the other hand.
Great fun all around! Please contact Sharon
VanderWilp at slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.net or
(616) 447-8998 to let her know you can help.

A Word From Our President

AHHHH!!…..it is Spring at last. Not that I don’t love winter, especially easy ones like we had this year. But, still
I have loved getting outside in the sun and searching for those first little signs of emergence. Of course I adore
the spring bulb blossoms, but I also get a thrill out of looking for those first tips of daylily foliage. As I walk
around looking at the signs of beauty to come, I also straighten the plant stakes and read the names. Funny
how many times I think to myself, “I got that one at the GVDS auction” or “my friend gave me that one”. I
sometimes think it’s not just the fast growing ease of propagating the daylilies that makes them the
‘friendship plant’ it’s the fact that so many came to me in love.
- Carol DeVries

Club Chitchat
On June 1 at 6:30pm we will meet to chat together about our favorite topic: Daylilies! We will be gathering by the East Pavilion in
the Allendale Community Park at 11069 68th Ave, Allendale, MI
49401 which is just a little south of Lake Michigan Drive. This is such
a fun chance for us all to talk about what we like and have learned
about our favorite flower, with all of us teaching and learning from
each other.
The plan is to do an old-fashioned school yard count where we number off 1 to 5, and then break into
groups of all the 1’s etc. This will ensure that we mix the members in a random manner and make sure that
we don’t just sit with the same people we always do. So bring a folding chair and your second favorite beverage (adult beverages are banned in the park) and be prepared for a relaxing evening of getting to know some
members you haven’t had a chance to really get to know before. The moderator will call out various topics
every 10 minutes to give you some assistance in getting going, but the groups will chat about whatever they
desire. If you have a topic you’d like to be ‘called out’ then send it to Carol DeVries who will be preparing the
topic list. We have reserved the East Pavilion for our shelter should the weather be less than perfect. Close
to the Pavilion is a playground complete with a splash pad should the day be hot. I will warn you though that
the rules state we cannot sunbath or swim in the nude. Just thought I should mention it since you are such a
freewheeling bunch.

GVDS Board of Directors
Carol DeVries – President—616-915-9744; carolydevries@gmail.com
Open position - Vice President
Bruce Wickmann – Treasurer—616-399-4907; bdwicks@gmail.com
Nancy Sniff – Secretary—616-455-2548; nsniff@gmail.com
Robin Boyd-Hamilton – Member at Large—517-852-4049; spedk123@yahoo.com

17th Annual Daylily Show at Meijer Gardens
Saturday, July 8 will be the date of the Grand Valley Daylily Society Annual Daylily Show. The Region 2 Daylily Convention will be the next weekend in Grand Rapids. The Daylily Show will again be held in the Hauenstein & Pfeiffer Room located on the main floor (upstairs) just off the corridor. Because the room is located
past the "ticket gate," the public must purchase an admission ticket to enter the Daylily Show room. Grand
Valley Daylily Club members that bring in flowers or volunteer will be admitted at no charge. Daylilies may
be brought in for display beginning at 7:00am on Saturday. The Daylily Show opens to the Public at 11:00am
and closes at 5:00pm.
The Daylily Show is primarily a display of "off-scape” flowers. This gives the public an exhibit of the wide
variety of colors, shapes, and sizes of daylilies. There will also be an “on-scape” daylily display. On-scape
daylilies will be placed in vases in a separate area. The on-scape daylilies will be eligible for "Popularity Voting."
A special table will be available for daylily seedlings for club members that are hybridizers. Another exhibit table is for any auction or door prize daylilies grown for the
club.
The Daylily Show is a non-judged show with the exception of the Artistic Design Division. Please see the related article on Artistic Design.
Plan to participate on July 8 by bringing in your daylilies (off-scape, on scape or artistic design) and as a volunteer.
Daylily Show—Artistic Design Division (Daylily Arrangements)
The annual Daylily Show on July 8 at Meijer Gardens will have an Artistic Design Division along with the
off-scape and on-scape flower displays. The Daylily Design Division theme for the 2017 year is "FABULOUS
FIFTIES & SENSATIONAL SIXTIES". This division is a judged show with judges accredited from the Michigan
Garden Clubs scoring the entered designs. Award ribbons will be given for 1st, 2nd, 3 rd and Honorable
Mention. Traveling trophies are given to "Best In Show", "Most Artistic" and "Best Novice". All flowers designs must feature Daylilies. Arrangements must be in place for judging by 10:00am.
The 6 Classes for "FABULOUS FIFTIES & SENSATIONAL SIXTIES" are as follows :
Class 1

"WE BELONG TOGETHER"

Designers' own interpretation featuring daylilies

Class 2

"ROCK AND ROLL"

Designers' own interpretation featuring daylilies

Class 3
" THE SODA SHOP"
A casual functional place setting for 1 in a 24"x24" space. Designers own choice of items, but to include a daylily arrangement.
Class 4
"DEVOTED TO YOU"
Design Style (3 Flowers--Water Showing)

An arrangement in the Oriental manner with the Moribana

Class 5
"STARLIT SUMMER NIGHTS" An illuminated design of the artists choice incorporating a
string of miniature LED lights (lights furnished by GVDS)
Class 6
"PINK LADY CLUB"
Novice Only--(Has never won a Blue Ribbon in Daylily Design)
Designers choice using Pink Color Daylilies
Ginger Smith will answer questions concerning the Design Division. Contact her at (616) 878-1759 or
smith3761@sbcglobal.net

Veterans Assistance Request
Many of you will remember when our club partnered with the Grand Rapids Home
for Veterans to build a handicapped accessible garden for the veterans and their families to enjoy. Being a part of this was such an honor and our club name is proudly
carved in stone on the wall bordering the park for all to see. It’s been over 5 years,
and it’s high time to revisit our glory days there. So we are again partnering with the
Veteran’s Home to benefit the vets as well as give ourselves a fun pat on the back. We
will be meeting either the day before or day of the picnic (depending on volunteer preference) to groom the
garden we installed by the stream and gazebo. This area is not as large as some our
gardens, and should not take us long. I am hoping we can get at least 3 volunteers
and knock it out in an hour or two, after which we can head home or maybe go out
for a treat. If you are willing to be the Chair of this grooming effort please contact
Carol DeVries.

Region 2 Summer Meeting
This year’s Region 2 Summer Meeting is taking place right here in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. This is a great opportunity for you to attend a regional meeting without
having to travel to another location. You will enjoy visits to three private gardens
and two commercial gardens. The advantage to registering for the summer
meeting is that you are eligible to ride charter buses to the gardens and enjoy time
with other daylily lovers from the region. And, of course, the bus captains always
have some fun activities planned between stops. You will also enjoy a wonderful
and lively auction, and a presentation by Nan Ripley of Walkabout Gardens.
There is a website full of comprehensive information about the Region 2 Summer Meeting. It includes a complete schedule, registration information and a list of individual gardens open before and after summer
meeting that are not on the meeting tour schedule. Click on this link to find all the information: Region 2
Summer Meeting. You may also contact either Barb Buikema or Bruce Wickmann who are a part of the organizing committee

WHAT WE’RE ALL ABOUT
The Grand Valley Daylily Society is a
501(c)7 non-profit organization organized to
promote and encourage the development
and improvement of the daylily and to increase interest in its use as a means of
home and civic beautification.

