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A Quarterly Publication of the Grand Valley Daylily Society 

July-September 2014 

July 10 

Open Gardens—6:30pm 

Grand Idea Gardens 

775 Ball Street NE, Grand Rapids, 49503 

 

Ben and Sharon VanderWilp 

811 Elmdale St., NE, Grand Rapids 49525 

 

July 12 

Annual Daylily Show 

Frederik Meijer Gardens 

July 19 

GVDS Bus Trip 

 

August 7 

Open Garden—4:00pm 

Picnic—6:00pm 

Ned and Rita Brown 

1050 E Mill Street, Hastings, MI  49058 

 

September 4 

Fall Auction—David’s House—6:30pm 

July Open Gardens 
Kent MSU Extension Grand Ideas Garden 

775 Ball Street NE, Grand Rapids, 49503 
   Celebrating ten years of growth, the Grand Ideas Garden 
is a sight to behold.  Grand Ideas Garden just keeps getting 
better every year.  The newly planted rain garden is this 
year’s highlight.  Since we don't have our auctions there any 
more, it probably has been years since most of the club has 
seen it.  Guests will be delighted by the colors, textures, and 
forms of hundreds of shrubs, perennials, vines, and exotic 
annual combinations that are showcased in both sun and 

shade throughout the garden.  You will also see many creative containers, a three dimen-
sional waterfall garden, a sod trial area, and cutting and vegetable gardens. 

 
Ben and Sharon VanderWilp Garden 
811 Elmdale St., NE, Grand Rapids  49525 

   When Ben and Sharon moved into their home fifteen years ago, they quickly decided the 
small strip of garden in front of their home border around the backyard was not enough.  They 
joined the GVDS and you can probably guess what happened then!   Their garden now in-
cludes a border between them and their neighbor on Eastern Ave., more gardens line the 
drive, travel around the front of their home, the side and lead into the backyard.  More recent 
projects include removing the lower branches of a large pine tree which made room for a 
shade garden.  Last fall, Ben and Sharon tripled the size of their mailbox garden and filled this 
area with daylilies.  Their favorite daylilies are those hybridized by club members, as well as 
hybridizers in our growing region who have been speakers at GVDS.  To contrast against a 
dark home and cedar stockade fence, the color scheme is mostly bright orange, yellow and 
purple although some pastel and red daylilies have snuck in!  Many companion perennials 
join the daylilies.  One of Ben and Sharon's favorite combinations is a dark leafed heuchera 
with an eyed daylily.  The backyard is devoted mostly to mid-season blooming daylilies which 
they can enjoy between laps in their backyard water interest.  You will see all forms of day-
lilies.  With approximately 250 cultivars on their current roster, there is sure to be a few in 
bloom on July 10   We hope you can join us! 
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Open Garden Driving Directions 

   The Grand Ideas Garden is located at the MSU Extension office in 
Grand Rapids.  Leonard Avenue is just to the north and the Ford Free-
way (I-196) is just to the south; Fuller Avenue is a few blocks west and 
Plymouth Avenue just to the east.  If you are taking (I-196) take the 

Fuller Avenue exit and turn north.  Take Fuller Avenue to Bradford Street, turn east.  
The office is near the intersection of Bradford Street and Ball Avenue. 

 

   The VanderWilp’s garden (616.447.8998) is located on the northeast corner of Elmdale Street and 
Eastern Avenue across from North Park Elementary School.  To drive to VanderWilp’s go west on 
Bradford Street, turn right on Fuller Avenue.  Go to 3 Mile Road and turn left.  Continue to Cheney 
Avenue and turn right.  At the T-intersection turn left onto Elmdale.  Please reserve the driveway 
(single file parking on the north, non-garden side) for those bringing refreshments and members with 
less mobility.  There is a parking lot in the schoolyard (entrance off Eastern Ave. 1/4 
block south of Ben and Sharon’s) as well as plenty of on-street parking on both Elm-
dale and Eastern Ave.  If parking on Eastern Ave., please do not park in front of the 
gardens which end on Eastern Ave.  We want to be able to see Ben's arid rock gar-
dens, after all!  There are entrances to the backyard where the meeting will be held 
at both the northeast and northwest corners of the house. 

August Open Garden and Picnic 
August 7 4:00pm  Picnic 6:00pm 

   Ned and Rita Brown’s involvement with daylilies began in 
Saginaw when  Rita’s mother gave her some daylily seeds saying 
they were a lazy man’s garden.  The daylilies were hardy, without 
need to dig up in the fall, and they bloomed with little or no care.  
“Oh if she could see us now!“   While living in Rochester Hills, they 
had the good fortune to overhear Harris Olsen and Howard Hite 
discussing daylilies at a restaurant.  Rita asked if they grew daylilies and Harris gave her his card 
which read, ‘Mr. Daylily, Harris Olsen’.  Being the wonderfully nice ‘Pied Piper’ type man he was, 
Rita was invited to the daylily meetings, auctions, gardens, and other daylily events in the area.  
Naturally, daylily addiction set in and continues today. 
   Upon Ned’s retirement, the Browns moved closer to their children ending up on their current 6.5 
acres on the Thornapple River in the city of Hastings.  The garden areas, which are dominated by 
dayliles, have grown over the years.  The current count is around 400 named varieties with lots of 
other unnamed pretty ones.  We will also see many companion perennials and annuals, planted 
pots, hanging baskets, a raspberry and blueberry garden, and a raised bed vegetable garden. 
   You may arrive as early as 4:00pm for an extended time to tour the gardens.  Alternatively,  there 
will be time to tour the garden after the picnic.  Please park in the house front driveway, the driveway 
down to the shop, and along the road - don't be afraid of the grass.  It is just farm grass not fancy. 
    For the picnic we ask club members bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to share.  Bring your own 
table service and chair.  The club will provide sloppy joes, water, and soft drinks. 
   To help Ned and Rita know how many sloppy joes to make, please RSVP to Bruce Wickmann at 
bdwicks@gmail.com.  There will also be sign up sheets at the July meeting and on the bus trip.  By 
signing up and bringing a dish to share, you can help our annual picnic be a success. 



JULY 19 BUS TRIP 

   Plans have been made for a July 19
th
 bus trip to 

beautiful gardens and excellent garden centers in 
south-western Michigan.  We will visit the meticu-

lously maintained display beds of Walter’s Gardens on our way 
to Benton Harbor to see the magnificent collection of newer 
daylily varieties owned by Rob McLaughlin.  Rob will provide us 
with a list of plants ahead of time that he will have available for 
sale.  The next stop will be for lunch and touring of Dave Evick’s 
daylily introductions and seedling beds.  Dave will have some of 
his intros (ranging from $10 to $50) and seedlings ($8 each) 
predug and ready for sale.  His intros can be viewed online at 
http://www.stonepalacedaylilies.com.  He will not be able to dig 
the day of our visit.  Our last two stops will be to River Street 
Flowerland and Romence Gardens in Kalamazoo.  Both these 
garden centers offer a tantalizing variety of plants plus planters, 
statuary, supplies, etc.  You won’t be disappointed. 

   Participants will need to bring their own lunch.  Also, for your 
lunchtime comfort, bring a folding chair or picnic blanket.  The 
club will provide chilled water and a few snacks during the trip.  
The cost is $10 per club member and $20 per non-club mem-
ber.  Please use the form included with this newsletter to send 
in with your reservation fee to Barb Buikema.  The trip will be 
opened to other clubs after Monday, June 30 if there is still 
room on the bus.  Be sure to get your registration in early and 
then get your cameras, hats, comfortable walking shoes, and 
credit card/checkbook ready for a full day of garden adventure.   

  Pick up locations will be at the Cedar Springs Meijer west 
parking lot at 7:30am SHARP, at Calvary Church on East Belt-
line  in the northeast parking lot (nearest Beltline) at 8:00am 
and at the 54

th
 Street, Wyoming Meijer in the northeast parking 

lot at 8:30am.  At all locations look for Compass Coach.  Our 
projected return time will be around 6:00pm.   

GVDS Board of Directors 

President 

Barb Buikema—616.538.3266—
bbbuikema@att.net 

Vice-President 

Ginny Pearce—616.954.0416—
floragin@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary 

Nancy Sniff—616.455.2548—
nsniff@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Sandy Olson—616.696.9579—
snadyflower@att.net 

Member-at-large 

Bruce Wickmann—616.399.4907—
bdwicks@gmail.com 

Check us out on-line at:  
www.grandvalleydayliliy.org 

September Auction 
David’s House, September 4, 6:30 pm 

   We are in need of club member donations.  There are 
no club purchased plants or speaker plants coming in for 
this auction.  As you are working in your gardens this summer, look 
closely for daylilies and perennials that need to be divided.  This is a 
great opportunity to thin your garden so you have room for more 
plants in the future. The club will be completely reliant upon your will-
ingness to share a few plants with your fellow club members.  The 
wider the variety of plants brought in, the more fun we will have ex-
panding each other’s gardens. 
   David’s House Ministries is easily accessed by taking I-131 to the 

Burton exit.  Head west on Burton and turn left (south) onto Clyde Park.  Take 
the second street on the right, Belfield, and then take the first street to the left 
which is Banner.  Park along the street toward the cul-de-sac.  A circle drive by 
the entrance door will allow you to conveniently drop off items before parking.  

DAYLILIES WANTED 

Barb Buikema is looking for two daylily 
cultivars: 

Land of Cotton 

Intelligent Design 

If you have either of these daylilies, con-
tact Barb and work out the details. 

http://www.stonepalacedaylilies.com


ANNUAL DAYLILY SHOW AT MEIJER GARDENS 

     The best opportunity to show and share our interest in daylilies will be on Saturday, July 12.  Hopefully 
the flowers will be at peak bloom.  This year will be the fourteenth time the Grand Valley Daylily Society will 
have 100s of daylilies on display at Frederik Meijer Gardens.  Last year over 500 visitors came to view and 
learn about daylilies. 

     The show will again be held in the Hauenstein & Pfeiffer Room just off the main corridor on the first 
floor.  It’s large room with natural sunlight and space to showcase our flowers.  Show hours for the public 
are 11:00am-5:00pm.  Note the later starting time which will allow everyone time to pick flowers and 
scapes to enter in the show.  Doors to Meijer Gardens will be open at 7:00am to club members to bring in 
flowers and set up displays. 

     The special featured daylily for 2014 will the cream to white color.  The public will be able to vote and 
select their favorite cream to white flower 

     Our show will consist of: 

 --off-scape (picked) blooms. 

 --on-scape flowers to show branching, bud count, and height. 

 --new seedlings (unregistered) flowers that show promise. 

 --daylilies in artistic designs (arrangements).  Please see the ac-
companying article. 

     Last year over 80 “kids” came to look at flowers and “build their own 
daylily.”  The daylily is made from precut and labeled parts.  We plan to offer this activity again this year 
and will need helpers to pass out materials. 

     A paid admission to Meijer Gardens is required for the public to visit the show.  GVDS members are ad-
mitted to the show with your nametag available in the storage box which will be near the front desk. 

     Plan to bring your daylilies and spend a few hours having fun at the 2014 show. 

 

ARTISTIC DESIGN CATEGORIES 

     The Daylily Show on July 12 at Meijer Gardens will include an artistic design division along with the off-
scape and on-scape flower displays. 

     This year’s theme is “Circus Daze.”  The daylily design division is a judged division.  Accredited judges 
from the Michigan Garden Clubs will be scoring the entered designs.  Award ribbons will be given for 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and Honorable Mention.  Traveling trophies are given to “Best In Show,” “Most Artistic,” and “Best 
Novice.”  All designs must feature daylilies.  Arrangements must be in place for judging by 10:00am. 

     The 6 classes for “Circus Daze” designs are: 

Class 1:  “Parade of Clowns”—A traditional line design using various colored daylilies 

Class 2:  “The Main Attraction”—An arrangement in the Oriental Manner with the Moribana Traditional De-
sign Style.  (3 flowers only—water showing) 

Class 3:  “Under the Lights”—An arrangement of designers choice incorporating a 9 foot string of 36 minia-
ture LED white lights.  (Light furnished by club.) 

Class 4:  “3 Ring Circus”—Designers’ own interpretation featuring daylilies. 

Class 5:  “Pink Cotton Candy”—A traditional line design using pink color daylilies. 

Class 6:  “The Ring Master”—Novice only—has never won a blue ribbon in daylily design.  Designers’ 
choice using red color daylilies. 

 

Ginger Smith will answer questions regarding the design division.  Contact her at 878-1759 or 
smiths3761@sbcglobal.net. 



 

 

 

Metal Plant Tag Order Form 

Grand Valley Daylily Society 
 

If you would like to order plant tags, please bring this form to a club meeting or send it to Sandy Olson (3709 

Wiersma NE, Cedar Springs, MI  49319) with your check made out to Grand Valley Daylily Society.   

Cash is always welcome if paying in person.  Your tags will be available about a month following your order. 
 

 
 

Your Name     
 

Quantity                                                                                                         Amount Due 
 

set(s) of 25 tags with 10” wires for   $9.00 per set                    
 

set(s) of 25 tags with 21” wires for   $13.50 per set                  
 

Total Enclosed                  
 

This area for Treasurer use.  

Date Received:   _________ Cash:   _______ __Check:      

July 19 Bus Trip 

Grand Valley Daylily Society 
 

Use this form to register for the July 19 bus trip to southwest Michigan.  The cost is $10 per club member and 

$20 per non-members.  Please bring this form and payment to a club meeting or send it to Barb Buikema 

(4480 Restmor SW, Grandville, MI  49418) with your check made out to Grand Valley Daylily Society. 

 
Who is attending?                                                                                                                 Amount Due 

 
Name  

 

Name 
 

Name 

 

Name 
 

Total Enclosed 
 

Circle the location where you will be picked up. 
Cedar Spring Meijer at 7:30am   Calvary Church on East Beltline at 8am 
 

Meijer on 54th Street, Wyoming at 8:30am 

 
-  -  -  - -  -  - -  - -  -  - -  -  - -  -  - -  -  - -  - -  -  - -  -  - -  -  - -  - -  -  - -  -  - -  -  - -  

This area for Treasurer use. 

Date Received:     Cash:     Check:      



Be thoughtful 

Take extreme care to prevent damage to daylilies
-leave purses, bags, unnecessary camera equip-
ment on your chair or locked in your car. 

Always ask permission before stepping into a 
flower bed for any reason. 

Do not disturb pollen or any spent blooms.  The 
owner may have a hybridizing program. 

Don't criticize. 

Be gracious and thank the host. 

Remember to bring 

Directions from the newsletter or your own map. 

Sunscreen —Be sure to put some extra on the 
back of your legs and neck, since these will be 
most exposed as you bend to look at the daylilies. 

Hat—There is little shade in a daylily garden, so 
this will help to block a little of the sun. 

Camera—Remember to have fresh batteries to 
run it also! 

Notepad 

OPEN GARDEN TIPS 

   I don’t know if there is anything the club does, that is as fun as the open gardens.  Isn’t it just a riot 
to get together with your friends in a beautiful setting and enjoy the sunshine?  I have a few quick tips 
below to make sure this is fun for all of us. 

Grand Valley Daylily Society 

c/o Connie Hall 

4675 Bluegrass Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

WHAT W
E’R

E ALL ABOUT 

     
The Grand Valley Daylily

 

Society is a 501(c)7 non-profit 

organization organized to pro-

mote and encourage th
e devel-

opment a
nd im

provement o
f th

e 

daylily
 and to increase interest in

 

its use as a m
eans of home and 

civic beautific
ation. 


