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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

AHS CONVENTION TOURS AND WINNING PHOTOGRAPHY 
Fall will be fully underway by the time of our November 5 meeting.  We 
will likely be raking those beautiful fall leaves and going about the fin-
ishing touches in preparing our gardens for winter.  To lessen our day-
lily withdrawal symptoms, it is a great time for viewing gorgeous daylily 
photography contest winners and a couple convention garden tours. 
 
Please join us at 7:00pm in the downstairs meeting room at Frederik Meijer Gardens when an as-
sortment of American Hemerocallis Society programs will be shown.  Have you ever thought about 
entering photographs into contests or just wish to learn how to take better flower pictures?  These 
winning and runner-up photos will offer you some good pointers on isolating your own winning por-
traits of our favorite flowers.  But, even if you have no interest in photography, you’ll certainly enjoy 
the view.  What Nikki Schmith calls ‘eye candy’ from the 2010 and 2011 national conventions in Ba-
ton Rouge, Louisiana and Valdosta, Georgia will also be shown.  Be sure to bring pen and paper 
with you because you are sure to see many varieties you would like to own.  All flowers and land-
scape locations are identified. 

CONIFERS FOR GARDEN CONNOISSEURS 
While daylilies are a beautiful addition to a well-landscaped garden, one limitation is 
the three month bloom season, provided one grows an assortment of the early 
through late varieties.  How about a planting that looks good for all four seasons of the 
year? 

 
On October 1 at 7:00pm in the downstairs meeting room at Frederik Meijer Gardens, 
our own Steve Smith will introduce us to the world of conifers which are cone-bearing 
plants such as pines, spruces and larch.  Steve is an active member of the American 

Conifer Society and has been collecting and growing conifers for 20 years.  His PowerPoint presen-
tation will show us the vast variety of sizes, foliage, colors and textures plus overall shapes in the 
conifer world.  He will also share his ‘Top Ten Conifers’ and pass on planting and growing tips so we 
have a jump start to success in adding the appropriate conifer or two to our own gardens. 



GVDS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 
This is the annual reminder that the yearly GVDS membership expires December 31. I will 
have a copy of the roster for members to check that the information we have is updated as 
they renew their membership. Single membership is $8 and family membership is $12. Pay-
ment can be mailed to me (Nancy Sniff,1453 Blossom St SE, Grand Rapids, MI, 49508) 
made out to GVDS or given to me in cash at the meetings. 

 
Dear Members of GVDS, 
On behalf of the entire Kingma family we would like to thank the 
GVDS for the beautiful message in the card sent in memory of 
my dad. 
 

It was so wonderful to have both my dad and mom at this year’s daylily show...how they 
enjoyed the hundreds of daylilies.  They were so impressed.  Many of you got to know my 
dad and mom on the bus trip a year ago—he was so full of life, full of jokes, just so much 
fun.  I will miss that so much. 
 
We also want to thank the many club members who sent individual cards.  They all were 
such a blessing to both of us. 
 
Thank you again for your kindness during this very difficult time 
Blessings, 
Barb and Bob Buikema 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY KICK-OFF 
Begin the Christmas season early with the GVDS 
Christmas Party on December 3 at 5:30pm.  We 
will be gathering at the Old Country Buffet, 1038 
28th Street SW, Wyoming, 49509.  Cost for the 
meal will be $13.25 all inclusive which will be col-
lected upon arrival at the restaurant.  We do need 
an RSVP by December 1 to Barb Buikema: 
bbuikema@att.net or call 538-3266 for proper 
planning. 
 
Due to the success of last year’s party, we will 
again be collecting new or handmade hats, 
scarves, or mittens to donate to the Santa Claus 
girls.  There will also be the traditional voluntary 
$10 gift exchange along with door prizes for eve-
ryone.  Join the extended time of conversation 
and fun for the evening. 



ELECTION TIME  
 
It’s time to turn our focus temporarily from the U.S. Presidential race and 
think about the GVDS Board of Directors election.  There are many fewer 
candidates, at least at the time of this writing, and none of them have taken 
the lead in Iowa.  All currently serving board members have agreed to con-
tinue in their respective roles.   

 
The Board members are as follows:  
 President – Barb Buikema 
 Vice President – Ginny Pearce 
 Treasurer – Bruce Wickmann 
 Secretary – Nancy Sniff 
 Member at Large – Wilma Tait 
 
As is always the procedure, any seat can be contested.  If you would like to fill any of the above 
positions, please contact Sharon VanderWilp (slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.net or 616-447-8998) to 
have your name placed on the ballot.  Also if you have any questions about the election or the 
job descriptions of the Board, please contact Sharon.  Elections will be held at the Thursday,  
November 5 meeting at Frederik Meijer Gardens.  Don’t forget to vote! 

CALLING ALL DAYLILY SHOPPERS 
 
Do you love to buy daylilies (especially when someone else will get the bill)?  Do you have a 
grower you like to order from because of their great service and plants?  If you answered yes to 
either of these questions, Sharon VanderWilp, Club Plant Chair, would like you to consider being 
on the 2016 Buying Committee for the Club Plant Program.   
 
The committee, which consists of 2 – 4  club members, will meet  after the Christmas/New Year 
rush is over.  They will decide on the grower(s) from which the daylilies will be purchased.  These 
growers are then contacted to see what bonuses would be offered.  Then the hunt is on! 
 
The Buying Committee will purchase 24 Door Prize plants at a cost of $10-$20 and 12 Auction 
plants in the $25 -$50 price range.  They also select the bonus plants as offered by the growers. A 
wide variety of color, sizes and forms are selected with the goal of selecting great daylilies for our 
Club Growers to grow and then be auctioned after a couple of years. What better activity on a win-
try day than picking out colorful daylilies?  Through the wonders of email and the world wide web, 
much of this work can be done at your convenience from your own computer or other device.  The 
orders are finalized in late winter/early spring for shipment in time for the Spring Auction.  The 
Buying Committee meets one more time in early May to randomly distribute and pack the daylilies 
and the Club Plant Chair hands them over to Club Plant Growers at the Spring Auction. 
   
If you could help your club with this important and fun task, please contact Sharon VanderWilp, 
Club Plant Program Chair at (616) 447-8998 (phone or text) or slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.net  
(email).   If you have questions regarding this program or the Buying Committee duties, please 
contact her as well.  She is eager to hear from you!   



ANNUAL DAYLILY SHOW RECAP 
 
Steve Smith reports that our July 18 show at Frederik Meijer Gardens had a smaller attend-
ance due to a tremendous thunderstorm, predicted 90 degree weather, and we were located 
downstairs again. Despite the weather, members brought in about 275 blooms, 49 on-scape 
daylilies, 67 seedlings, and 29 club plant blooms.  On-scape blooms were the featured daylily 
for the popularity vote. From 90 votes cast Lori Hankinson's "Only Believe," "Sebastian the 
Crab," "Faith Moves Mountains" won 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place with Maryann Inman's "Delicate 
Design" winning 4th place.  
 
There were 17 entries in the design division from 5 members.  The cold winter months would 
be a great time to become familiar with flower arranging techniques so you can enter next 
summer’s divisions.  Ginger Smith continued showing her winning designs in the design con-
test.  This year’s show did not have any entries in the Novice Class which means there’s po-
tential for new winners in this class.  
 
The 2016 show will be on July 9 and located in the upstairs room.  

WHAT WE’RE ALL ABOUT 
     The Grand Valley Day-
lily Society is a 501(c)7 non
-profit organization orga-
nized to promote and en-
courage the development 
and improvement of the 
daylily and to increase in-
terest in its use as a means 
of home and civic beautifi-
cation.  

GVDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President: Barb Buikema—616.538.3266—bbbuikema@att.net  

Vice-President: Ginny Pearce—616.954.0416—floragin@sbcglobal.net  

Secretary: Nancy Sniff—616.455.2548—nsniff@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Bruce Wickmann—616.399.4907—bdwicks@gmail.com  

Member-at-large: Wilma Tait—616.532.8901—wilmatait@att.net  


