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Calendar of  Events 

February 5 

Connie Hanson 

Growing and Using Herbs 101 

Frederik Meijer Gardens 

7:00pm 

 

March 5 

Ginny Pearce 

Daylily Terms, Flower Forms and Foliage Habits 

Q&A Session 

Frederik Meijer Gardens 

7:00pm 

 

April 2 

Rod and Heidi Grasman 

New Plants for 2015 

Frederik Meijer Gardens 

7:00pm 

 

May 14 

Spring Auction 

David’s House 

6:30pm 

 

June 4 

Open Garden 

 

June 10-14 

National AHS Convention 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

July 10-12 

Region 2 Convention 

Indianapolis. Indiana 

 

July 16 

Open Gardens 

 

July 18 

GVDS Daylily Show 

Frederik Meijer Gardens 

 

August 6 

Open Gardens and Picnic 

 

September 3 

Fall Auction 

Growing and Using Herbs 101 

Connie Hansen 

Our first meeting of the year will be held on Thursday, February 5 
at 7:00pm in the lower level of Frederik Meijer Gardens.  Connie 
Hanson, who owns Grand Shire Farm in Sand Lake, will give a 
tantalizing presentation entitled Growing and Using Herbs 
101.  Herbs are easy to grow, very fragrant, and have a wide vari-
ety of uses.  They offer a nice contrast in foliage in our perennials 
gardens too.  She will educate us about a variety of herbs and edi-
ble flowers and share ideas on growing conditions, plant care, har-
vesting, and ways these herbs can  be used for cooking, crafting, 
and gifts.  She will also share some herb laced food items for our snacking pleasure during our 
break and socializing time.  Her delicious soup and dip mixes plus her book Herbs:  Recipes, 
Crafts, and Gifts from Grand Shire Farm will be available for purchase following her program. 



Daylily Terms/Flower Forms, Foliage Habits 

Q & A Session 

Are you new to daylilies?  Even if you’re not, there’s al-
ways more to learn!  A little refresher on proper terminol-
ogy in the world of daylilies is good for everyone.  Are 
you aware of the many different forms of daylilies?  The 
sculpted types were recently expanded into three cate-
gories.  Lastly, are you able to confidently identify the 
foliage habits of your plants?   

 

On Thursday, March 5, GVDS’s Ginny Pearce will pre-
sent a program full of photographic examples as she first 
takes us back to the basics and then expands the glos-
sary of terminology to include the various forms of dou-
ble daylilies, spiders and UFOs, plus the newest desig-
nations of the sculpted forms.  Pleats, quills, hose-in-
hose, twists, and relief are just a few of the specialized 
descriptions.  Come learn these and others.   

 

Thankfully, spring is approaching ever so gradually.  Did 
you know the ideal time of the year to determine which of 
your plants are evergreen, semi-evergreen, or dormant 
is when they are first developing new growth for the sea-
son?  You have no doubt noticed those differences in 
your own garden.  Now, let’s compare and categorize 
those differences with the aid of a collection of photo-
graphs. 

 

A question and answer period with long-time daylily 
growers and hybridizers in the club will conclude the 
evening.  As usual, our meeting will be held in the down-
stairs of Frederick Meijer Gardens at 7:00pm.  Hope to 
see you there. 

New Plants for 2015 

Rod & Heidi Grasman 

Garden Crossings 

In April, Heidi and Rod Gras-
man of Garden Crossings in 
Zeeland will present a colorful 
program about the newest 
plants for 2015.  Spectacular 
perennials, annuals, and shrubs 

are all discussed so there should be plenty for 
us to take notes on – be sure to bring your pen 
and paper!  This has become an eagerly an-
ticipated annual event for our club because 
Heidi’s presentation is so good at chasing 
away the last of the winter blues and gets us 
enthused about the new garden-
ing season at our fingertips.  Find 
a great seat up front on April 2, at 
7:00pm downstairs at Frederik 
Meijer Gardens so you don’t miss 
the fun. 

 

For those interested in having extra time talk-
ing with Rod and Heidi and fellow club mem-
bers, we will meet for a 5:00pm dinner at 
Applebee’s before the meeting.  Please notify 
Ginny Pearce (floragin@sbcglobal.net or 616-
954-0416) no later than Tuesday, March 31 so 
accurate reservations can be made.  Partici-
pants pay for their own meal.  Applebee’s is 
located north of Frederik Meijer Gardens half-
way between Leonard and Knapp on the east 
side of East Beltline.  The address is 3250 
Grand Ridge Drive. 

Winter Gardening Fun on the Web 
 

Here are some fun ways to help you pass the cold winter days we are going through.  The first is Michigan 
Gardener.  It comes in three different formats.  One is a print magazine published six times a year and dis-
tributed primarily to Southeast Michigan.  They have a website (www.michigangardener.com)  that is home 
to an archive of magazines and timely gardening information.  The third is an e-newsletter that you can 
have delivered to your inbox. 
 
 A second e-newsletter available free of charge can be found at www.statebystategardening.com/mi.  This 
newsletter is a collection of monthly gardening tips and how-tos.  It has great landscape ideas including 
which plants to try in specific situations. 
 
Also, the Charlotte’s Daylily Diary website hosts Garden of the Week picture montages.  This is a great site 
to visit for viewing beautiful gardens during the drab cold period of time that we cannot be outside enjoying 
our own gardens.  You can find the link to the Garden of the Week near the top right corner of the home 
page.  If you would like to find websites of daylily sellers by last name, go to THE HYBRIDIZER’S CORNER 
link.  Charlotte has assembled a terrific collection of information for daylily lovers on her site. 

http://www.michigangardener.com
http://www.statebystategardening.com/mi


COME GROW WITH US IN 2015 
 
Way back in 1988 (maybe you were at this meeting), Grand Valley Daylily Society 
members approved for club funds to be used on a daylily order beginning what is 
called the Club Plant Program.  These daylilies are grown and nurtured for two to 
three years by club members.  The Club Plant Program not only serves to introduce 
a variety of daylilies to our members, but is also the major source of funding for our 
club's activities and expenses. 
 
Daylilies purchased are used in two programs.  The first is the Auction Plants.  Day-
lilies purchased for this category are in the $25 to $50 range.  Daylilies of up to $100 
value can be selected if the source offers bonus plants and allows us to specify the 
specific bonus plant.  These daylilies are auctioned off at our annual Spring auction 
in May.  The other category is the Doorprize Plants.  Their cost is $10 to $20.  At 

most of our monthly meetings, a raffle ticket is given to all in attendance and two lucky numbers are chosen.  
These winners receive vouchers which are redeemable at the May auction for a plant from the selection of 
Door Prize Plants. 
 
To make this program most cost effective, participating members grow the Auc-
tion Plants for three years and Door Prize plants for two years with the hopes of 
an increase so that the club funds spent on these plants are optimized.  Growers 
are encouraged to note their experiences with each daylily so that members buy-
ing the plants or getting them as a door prize will know how they performed in 
our Michigan growing conditions.   Growers will receive a minimum of a double 
fan at the start of the growing period and can keep a single fan as a thank you, 
provided the daylily has increased to at least three fans.   Daylilies are distributed 
randomly and all growers will receive both club plants and door prize plants. 

 
Changes have been made to this program over the years to keep it an 
effective club program.  After much discussion at club meetings this past 
Fall, the Executive Board proposed some changes to our current Club 
Plant Program.  These revisions were then approved by membership.  
These changes were made with the firm belief that this will only improve 
our program.  Participation in the Club Plant program should be consid-
ered a privilege, as well as a commitment. 
 
The most significant change will be that all who wish to grow club plants 
will be given a “Grower’s Agreement” to review and sign which will initi-
ate the application process.  This Grower’s Agreement lists the following 
requirements of growers: 

 
1.  Must be an active member of GVDS for at least one year and be approved by the Board of Directors 
2.  Must attend at least six meetings per year from February through November.  Active participation in 

the July public show also counts as one meeting. 
3.  Pick up your plants as directed, unless prior arrangements have been made with the Club Plant Chair 
4.  Care for the plants with regular watering and fertilizing.  Agree to both label and map or chart their lo-

cation in your garden. 
5.  Open your garden by appointment, to members who wish to view the club plants. 
6.  Pollen may be used but plants may not be sold, given away, traded or exchanged. 
7.  When daylily blooms, verify that it is the correct cultivar by checking a reputable source such as the 

American Hemerocallis Society database and report any mislabeled plants immediately to the Club 
Plant Chair. 

8.  Report your evaluation of the club plant when returning it.  Agree to have your name listed as the 
grower in the newsletter and auction Power Point presentation. 

9.  Read, understand, and sign the Club Plant Growers Agreement. 
 

Cont’d on following page 



Come Grow With Us (cont’d) 
 
The 2015 Buying Committee consists of the following members:  Kay Anderson, Barb Buikema, Bob Bui-
kema, and Ginny Pearce.   They will be meeting soon to select this year’s cultivars and sources.   As is al-
ways the practice, a wide variety of daylilies will be purchased including all forms, sizes, heights, colors, etc.  
Potential sources are contacted in advance regarding special pricing, shipping charges, and bonuses they will 
offer our club for an order of this size.  Sources are also chosen based on past experience members have  
had with the seller, such as quality and size of the plants and the variety of cultivars available.  If you have 
had a great experience with a daylily grower, please contact Club Plant Chair, Sharon VanderWilp, so they 
can be considered for a future order. 
 
In early May, these plants will make their way to Michigan and the committee will split the 
order up among the members who have volunteered to grow these plants.   This is 
where you come in--We need growers!!  Grower's Agreements and a sign up sheet will 
be available at every meeting from February  through  April.  You may also contact 
Sharon VanderWilp and a Grower's Agreement will be emailed to you.  She can be 
reached by phone at (616) 447-8998 or by email at slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.com  Let her 
know too if you have any questions or for further information about the Club Plant Program. 
 
We look forward to another exciting Club Plant Program in 2015 and hope you will consider helping us make 
it a success! 

LOOKING FOR THIS DAYLILY 
 
We realize that your daylilies are 
still snug under a thick white 
blanket and cannot be disturbed 
for at least a few months, but 
wondering if you could check 
your computer list for the follow-

ing daylily:  'Fireworks Exploding' (Shooter, E. 2008).  The 
club is in need of this daylily to resolve a previous auction 
purchase.  Please contact Club Plant Program Chair, 
Sharon VanderWilp if you currently grow this plant for fur-
ther details.   She can be reached at slvander-
wilp@sbcglobal.net or (616) 447-8998. 

WHAT WE’RE ALL ABOUT 

     The Grand Valley Daylily Society is a 501(c)7 non-profit organi-

zation organized to promote and encourage the development and 

improvement of the daylily and to increase interest in its use as a 

means of home and civic beautification. 

GVDS Board of Directors 

President:  Barb Buikema—616.538.3266—bbbuikema@att.net 

Vice-President:  Ginny Pearce—616.954.0416—floragin@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary:  Nancy Sniff—616.455.2548—nsniff@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Bruce Wickmann—616.399.4907—bdwicks@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large:  Wilma Tait—616-532-8901—wilmatait@att.net 

SEEKING OPEN GARDENS 
We all have lovely gardens which 
reflect our personal tastes. Please 
consider sharing your little piece of 
heaven with your fellow club mem-
bers by volunteering to host an Open 
Garden during our summer month 
meetings. Daylilies, theme gardens, 
mixed perennials, hosta, annuals, 
shrubs, trees – we love them all! No 
one ever considers their garden fin-
ished so please don't let that keep 
you from volunteering. Our gardens 
are simply works of nature’s art in 
constant progress and we'd love to 
come relax and socialize in yours. 
Please contact VP Ginny Pearce of 
your interest for this year or 2016. 

BILL MARYOTT TO PRESENT 

The Kalamazoo Area Daylily Society  and the 
Southwestern Michigan Iris Society are pleased 
to host Bill Maryott, of Maryott Daylilies in Cor-
ralitos, California.  The event will be held on 
Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 11:00am at the Gull 
Lake Country Club, Richland, Michigan.  

Contact Jane Lyon—e-mail:   
lyon@wmich.edu—phone: 269-624-6757.  Al-
ternatively, more information including—price 
and RSVP—is available on the Grand Valley 
Daylily Society website. 

mailto:slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.com
mailto:slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:slvanderwilp@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lyon@wmich.edu

