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2014 Calendar 

May 8 

6:30 pm 

Spring Auction — David’s House 

 

June 5 

6:30 pm 

Open Garden and Craft Activity — Kropf’s 

 

July 10 

6:30 pm 

Open Gardens — Grand Ideas Garden 

& VanderWilp’s 

July 12 

Annual Daylily Show 

Frederik Meijer Gardens 

 

July 19 

GVDS Bus Trip 

 

August 7 

Open Garden and Picnic — Brown’s 

 

September 4 

Fall Auction — David’s House 

                                       MAY AUCTION TIME! 
 

'Going once.... Going twice.... Sold' will be the theme of the evening on 
Thursday, May 8th as we enjoy the annual springtime ritual of our 
May Auction which is our major fund raiser of the year. The auction will 
be held at David's House Ministries, 2390 Banner Drive SW, and starts 
at 6:30 pm.  Please invite some of your gardening friends to join in the 
fun of bidding on the beautiful 2013 daylily award winners, club program plants, and donations of 
daylilies, perennials, and other assorted items brought in by generous members.  It’s sure to be a 
lively evening so come see what new treasures you can add to your garden this year.  Your bids 
will be greatly appreciated.  Bringing a container to put your purchases in during the auction is quite 
helpful.  Hope to see you there! 
 
In an effort to keep the meeting area as clean as possible, please bring in clean bare root daylil-
ies that are packaged in plastic bags.  Attaching a clearly visible label to all plants is vital to 
the sorting and auctioning process.  Indicating whether club grown daylilies are auction or door 
prize plants is very helpful too.  Please arrive between 5:45 and 6:15 if you have items to be 
included in the auction. 
 
The list of daylilies included in this year’s auction is included in this newsletter and will be  
updated periodically on the club website - http://grandvalleydaylily.org 
 
David’s House Ministries is easily accessed by taking I-131 to the Burton exit.  Head west on Bur-
ton and turn left (south) onto Clyde Park.  Take the second street on the right, Belfield, and then 
take the first street to the left which is Banner.  Park along the street toward the cul-de-sac.  A circle 
drive by the entrance door will allow you to conveniently drop off items before parking.   
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We have returned to the normal amount of daylilies on the 
auction block this year so donations are highly encouraged 
and greatly appreciated.  Since we are all gardeners, we 
enjoy growing a wide selection of plants on our property so 
thinking outside the daylily ‘box’ is a good thing too.  Over 
the years, we’ve seen some creative and unusual items 
brought in as donations which has only added to the antici-
pation of the evening.  Each has been well received so put 
those thinking caps on and look over your garden and gar-
age.  Do you have a little extra here and there that would 
benefit from some thinning out?  Perennials of all sorts plus 
trees, shrubs, rock or fairy garden items, garden art, bulbs, 
tools, and even interesting rocks are all welcome.  You are 
encouraged to pot up perennials a week or more ahead of 
time so they have a chance to reestablish and look great 

for their time on the auction block.  Placing pots in plastic 
bags, a box, or other sturdy container is helpful to the dirt 
control effort at David’s House.   
 
If you have daylilies to donate to the auction, please notify 
Carol DeVries as soon as possible with the details so she 
can include them in the PowerPoint that we have come to 
appreciate so much.  She has been hard at work with this 
year’s program which will showcase the basic information 
of each cultivar, it’s current pricing, and a color photograph.  
There is no dollar limit to the plants she includes – only a 
time limit.  Cut off will be the day before the auction.  Carol 
will be glad to receive cultivar names, images, and as 
much other information that you can provide for her at   
carolydevries@gmail.com. 

A SHARED EFFORT 

Many thanks to all who have volunteered to help with the essential and   
assorted tasks during the May Auction.  Without the set-up crew, check-in 
people, sorters, runners, spotters, clean-up crew, PowerPoint preparer,  
auctioneers, etc. our fabulous spring auction would not be possible.  It is  
the continued involvement of volunteers which makes our club successful.    
Anyone who was unable to sign-up at the April meeting but would like to 
volunteer for a job should contact Ginny Pearce at floragin@sbcglobal.net 
or by phone at (616) 954-0416. 

AUCTION DONATIONS 

Keys to the Kingdom 

IMPORTANT SPRING AUCTION NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PREVIEW OF 

DAYLILIES FOR AUCTION 

ATTENTION CLUB PLANT GROWERS: 

If you received a purple sheet notifying you about the need to return club 
plants you are growing, please remember to do so.  As the weather warms 
and you find the lilies you’ve been growing are not growing, please do not 
be concerned.  We know some plants do not make it through our winters. If 
that is the case, please return the purple sheet you received to Allison for 
her records. 

2014 CLUB  
PLANT PICK-UP 

 

If you signed up to grow daylilies 
for future club auctions, please 
remember to pick them up the 
night of the auction. 

2013 CHRISTMAS  
PARTY DOORPRIZES 

 

For the winners of door prizes at 
the 2013 Christmas Party, please 
remember to pick up your prize at 
the Spring Auction on May 8. 

Spacecoast Behavior Pattern 

Fireworks Exploding 
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On Thursday, June 5,  we will have the pleasure of visit-
ing the expansive property of John and Jacki Kropf.  The 
Kropfs have lived in their current Ada location since 1976.  
What started as a large vegetable garden gradually be-
came a perennial garden which grew in size over the 
years to what it is today.  John and Jacki fell in love with 
daylilies the first time they saw them displayed in a gar-
den.  At first, they just bought a few but then addiction set 
in!  There will likely be some early daylilies blooming when 
we visit... the species generally start in May.  Of course, 
most of the 800+ varieties that live there now wait for later 
in June, July, or August to begin their blooming display so 
you are welcome to arrange a time to return.  The Kropf 
garden is a visual jewel throughout the growing season 
because their almost 30 years of plant collecting has not 
been limited to daylilies alone.  We will be treated to a 
wide assortment of companion plants including iris, peo-
nies, roses, hosta, many other perennials, trees, shrubs, 
and bulbs that keep the daylilies company.  It is hard to 
predict what will be blooming during our visit, especially 
this year, but it will surely be lovely.  
 

Be sure to also stroll down to the new vegetable garden 
which is past the house by the barn.  Interestingly, there is 
'daylily creep' into this garden too...mostly Jacki’s seed-
lings.  You can visit with the chickens while there.  

Of the assorted critters that have come and gone, only the 
chickens remain.  You also cannot help but poke your 
head into the greenhouse of orchids.  Jacki claims that all 
of this keeps she and John out of trouble....’most of the 
time’.  As they age, they keep saying they need to down-
size and to some degree they have.  Since last year, three 
hundred daylilies now live elsewhere! 
 

A garden art activity will be available to interested mem-
bers who have preregistered.  See the newsletter article 
on page 5 for more details. 
 

The garden opens for visitors at 6:30 pm.  Be sure to re-
member your folding chair for the meeting that will fol-
low.  Park along the driveway in the grass.  The Kropfs’ 
exuberant chocolate lab, Shelby, may be a bit over the top 
at first in her zeal to greet you but she will settle down 
quickly.  Directions:  From the north, take Knapp to Egypt 
Valley.  Head south on Egypt Valley for ½ mile then left 
(east) on 2 Mile for one mile.  Take a right onto Cramton 
traveling 0.3 mile to 1725 Cramton.  From the south, take 
Fulton (M-21) to Pettis Avenue.  Travel northwest on Pettis 
along the Grand River for 2.1 miles and then turn right on-
to Conservation.  Take Conservation for 0.7 miles to 
Cramton.  Turn left and travel 1.3 miles to 1725 Cramton. 

JUNE 5TH MEETING - 
A BIG BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 

CLAIM YOUR DOOR PRIZE 

The following people had their name drawn as a door prize winner at our monthly meetings during the past year.   

1. Ginger Smith 
2. Bob Buikema 
3. Robin Hamilton 
4. Mari Zelaya 
5. Audra Hagy 

  6. Doug Veurink 
  7. Maryann Inman  
  8. Carol Kerr 
  9. Mari Zelaya 
10. Maryann Inman 

11. Sandy Olson  
12. Sandy Olson 
13. Alison Tgiros 
14. Gladys Doger 
15. Ginny Pearce 

16. Ginger Smith 
17. Wilma Tait 
18. Sonny Tgiros 
19. Bonnie Spica 
20. Bob Buikema 

21.Deby Johnson 
22.Carol Vandergriff 
23.Henry Rankin 
24.Allison Tgiros 

DOOR PRIZE REDEMPTION RULES 
Please review this information prior to the auction. 

 
- Prior to the auction starting, see the club Secretary, Nancy Sniff, to claim your door prize voucher. This will be exchanged during the 
door prize portion of the auction for your door prize plant. The voucher will include your name, month you won, the ‘in order of winning’ 
number, and the rules of redemption. You, or a representative, must be present during the door prize section of the auction to claim 
your door prize plant.  
 

- The door prize cultivars will be presented at the end of the auction PowerPoint, in alphabetical order. When the plant you want 
comes on the screen, immediately hold up your voucher to redeem it for that plant. If you aren't seen, make some noise! Hand over 
your voucher to the runner and take your plant.  
 

- If more door prize winners want a specific cultivar than there are pieces available, the people winning first (Ex. January over March) 
will have first choice. Using the same winning order format, the first one drawn in a given month will have precedence over the second 
person drawn at that same meeting. (Your voucher will have an ‘in order of winning’ number on it.) If no voucher holder wants the 
plant or if there are extra fans remaining, normal bidding by the membership will begin. Once bidding starts, it is too late to claim that 
plant as a door prize. You can bid, but you can no longer exchange your voucher for it.  
 

- You are encouraged to have a selection of your desired door prize cultivars and some backups in mind before the auction. Be sure 
to make your selections from the door prize list found in this newsletter as well as the GVDS website. If possible, check the displayed 
door prize plants before the auction starts to make sure your selections have been returned and remain desirable to you. If the plant is 
not returned, you cannot expect to claim it.  
 

- If you do not exchange your voucher during the door prize portion of the auction, you will not receive a door prize plant.  
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ANNUAL DAYLILY SHOW AT MEIJER GARDENS 

     The best opportunity to show and share our interest in daylilies will be on the second Saturday in July.  Hopefully the 
flowers will be at peak bloom.  This year will be the fourteenth time the Grand Valley Daylily Society will have 100s of 
daylilies on display at Frederik Meijer Gardens.  Last year over 500 visitors came to view and learn about daylilies. 

     The show will again be held in the Hauenstein & Pfeiffer Room just off the main corridor on the first floor.  It’s a large 
room with natural sunlight and space to showcase our flowers.  Show hours for the public are 11:00 am — 5:00 pm.  
Note the later starting time which will allow everyone time to pick flowers and scapes to enter in the show.  Doors to   
Meijer Gardens will be open at 7:00 am to club members to bring in flowers and set up displays. 

     The special featured daylily for 2014 will be the cream to white color.  The public will be able to vote and select their 
favorite cream to white flower 

     Our show will consist of: 

 --off-scape (picked) blooms. 

 --on-scape flowers to show branching, bud count, and height. 

 --new seedlings (unregistered) flowers that show promise. 

 --daylilies in artistic designs (arrangements).  Please see the accompanying article. 

     Last year over 80 “kids” came to look at flowers and “build 
their own daylily.”  The daylily is made from precut and labeled 
parts.  We plan to offer this activity again this year and will need 
helpers to pass out materials. 

     A paid admission to Meijer Gardens is required for the public 
to visit the show.  GVDS members are admitted to the show with 
your nametag available in the storage box which will be near the 
front desk. 

     Plan to bring your daylilies and spend a few hours having fun 
at the 2014 show. 

 

 

 

ARTISTIC DESIGN CATEGORIES 

     The Daylily Show on July 12 at Meijer Gardens will include an artistic design division along with the off-scape and on-
scape flower displays. 

     This year’s theme is “Circus Daze.”  The daylily design division is a judged division.  Accredited judges from the Michi-
gan Garden Clubs will be scoring the entered designs.  Award ribbons will be given for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Honorable Men-
tion.  Traveling trophies are given to “Best In Show,” “Most Artistic,” and “Best Novice” winners.  All designs must feature 
daylilies.  Arrangements must be in place for judging by 10:00 am. 

     The 6 classes for “Circus Daze” designs are: 

Class 1:  “Parade of Clowns”—A traditional line design using various colored daylilies 

Class 2:  “The Main Attraction”—An arrangement in the Oriental Manner with the Moribana Traditional Design Style.                                      
(3 flowers only—water showing) 

Class 3:  “Under the Lights”—An arrangement of designers choice incorporating a 9 foot string of 36 miniature LED white 
lights.  (Light furnished by club.) 

Class 4:  “3 Ring Circus”—Designer’s own interpretation featuring daylilies. 

Class 5:  “Pink Cotton Candy”—A traditional line design using pink color daylilies. 

Class 6:  “The Ring Master”—Novice only—has never won a blue ribbon in daylily design.  Designer’s choice using red 
color daylilies. 

 

Ginger Smith will answer questions regarding the design division.  Contact her at 878-1759 or 
smiths3761@sbcglobal.net. 
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GVDS Board of Directors 

President:  Barb Buikema—616.538.3266—bbbuikema@att.net 

Vice-President:  Ginny Pearce—616.954.0416—floragin@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary:  Nancy Sniff—616.455.2548—nsniff@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Sandy Olson—616.696.9579—snadyflower@att.net 

Member-at-large:  Bruce Wickmann—616.399.4907—bdwicks@gmail.com 

Check us out on-line at:  www.grandvalleydayliliy.org 

WHAT WE’RE ALL ABOUT 

     The Grand Valley Daylily Society is 
a 501(c)7 non-profit organization orga-
nized to promote and encourage the 
development and improvement of the 
daylily and to increase interest in its 
use as a means of home and civic 
beautification. 

JULY 19 BUS TRIP 
 

Plans are in place for a July 19th bus trip to some beautiful gardens and garden centers in southwestern Michigan.  First, 
we will visit the meticulously maintained perennial display beds of Walter’s Gardens on 
our way to Benton Harbor to see the extensive collection of newer daylily varieties 
grown by Rob McLaughlin.  Rob plans to provide us with a list of daylilies that he will 
have available for presale so he can have them dug and ready when we arrive.  That 
list will be sent out in early July to everyone who has signed up for the trip—more de-
tails will follow in the next newsletter.  The next stop will be for lunch and touring of 
Dave Evick’s daylily garden.  This is another shopping opportunity as Dave will have 
some of his introductions (ranging from $10 to $50) and seedlings ($8 each) potted and 
ready for sale.  His intros can be viewed online at http://www.stonepalacedaylilies.com.  
He will not be able to dig the day of our visit.  Our last two stops will be River Street 
Flowerland and Romence Gardens in Kalamazoo.  Both these garden centers offer a 
tantalizing variety of plants plus planters, statuary, supplies, etc.  You won’t be disap-

pointed in the quality or quantity of items. 
 
Participants need to bring their own lunch.  Also, for your lunchtime comfort, bring a folding chair or picnic blanket.  The 
club will provide chilled water and a few snacks during the trip.  The cost is $10 per club member and $20 per non-club 
member.  Please use the form included with this newsletter to send in with your reservation fee to Barb Buikema.  The 
trip will be opened to other clubs after Monday, June 30 if there is still room on the bus.  So, be sure to get your registra-
tion in early and then get your cameras, hats, comfortable walking shoes, and credit card/checkbook ready for a full day 
of garden adventure.   
 
Pick up locations will be in the northeast parking lot (nearest Beltline) at Calvary Church on East Beltline at 8 am and the 
northeast parking lot at the 54th Street, Wyoming Meijer at 8:30 am.  Our projected return time will be around 6 pm.   

        JEWELED GARDEN ART PROJECT 
 

Looking for a colorful addition to your garden?  How about a special one-of-
a-kind item that you create?  During the June 5th open garden time at the 
Kropf’s, supplies and direction will be provided for interested members to 
make a jeweled jar mounted on a stake.  You can even add a solar light to 
make it glow in the evening.  You may be so inspired by your success that 
you complete a few more on your own!  Examples will be on display at the 
May Auction. 
 
To participate in this activity, you need to notify Ginny Pearce by June 4th   
so the correct quantity of materials will be ready for use.  A $4.50 fee paid 
either ahead of time or at the June 5th open garden meeting will cover the 
cost of materials minus the glass gems.  Because there are so many colorful 

choices in ½” to ¾” flat-bottomed glass gems and they should be a personal choice, you need to purchase these on your 
own and bring them to the meeting.  It is recommended that you chose from the huge assortment of Ashland Decorative 
Fillers found at Michael’s.  A minimum of 12 oz. is needed.  A 40% off coupon for Michael’s can always be found in the 
local Sunday paper or at http://weeklyad.michaels.com.  A paper template to help you lay out your design will be availa-
ble for use at the garden.  Because some drying time is needed, participants must complete their jeweled project before 
they tour the garden.  Contact Ginny at floragin@sbcglobal.net or (616) 954-0416 to sign up. 
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OPEN GARDEN TIPS 

I don’t know if there is anything the club does, that is as fun as the open gardens.  Isn’t it just a riot to get together with 
your friends in a beautiful setting and enjoy the sunshine?  I have a few quick tips below to make sure this is fun for us all.  

Be thoughtful 

Take extreme care to prevent damage to daylilies-leave 
purses, bags, unnecessary camera equipment on your chair 
or locked in your car. 

Always ask permission before stepping into a flower bed for 
any reason. 

Do not disturb pollen or any spent blooms.  The owner may 
have a hybridizing program. 

Don't criticize. 

Be gracious and thank the host. 

Remember to bring 

Directions from the newsletter or your own map. 

Sunscreen —Be sure to put some extra on the back of your 
legs and neck, since these will be most exposed as you 
bend to look at the daylilies. 

Hat—There is little shade in a daylily garden, so this will 
help to block a little of the sun. 

Camera—Remember to have fresh batteries to run it also! 

Notepad 

ATTENTION  ATTENTION :  
 

Help wanted for spring clean up of daylily beds at David's House.  If you are  willing 

to help for a few hours to get them looking good for bloom season, please contact 

Barb Buikema at 616-538-3266 or bbbuikema@att.net   We will see what date and 

time would work best.  We need YOU!!!  Many hands DO make it faster and better.  
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